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PREFACE. 



The substance of this Book was delivered in 
my own Church, during the winter of 1 8 70-1, 
in a series of popular discourses on the Bible, 
which were listened to with deep interest by 
large congregations. 

As will be seen, they are simple and prac- 
tical. Learned and subtle objections to the 
inspiration of the Scriptures have been largely 
circulated among the working classes, and 
although these have been met and answered 
by able men, yet their admirable works have 
never been accessible to the masses, and con* 
sequently could avail but little in counteracting 
the eviL 
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ii. Preface. 

It struck me that too much had been made 
of these little objections, while the great 
practical argument was very much overlooked, 
and that it might be so presented, that the 
common people would understand it and feel 
its force. Here on the one hand is the Bible ; 
what has it effected in the world ? Here on 
the other hand are various systems of Atheism 
and Infidelity ; what good have they wrought 
in the earth ? It will be seen that all my 
arguments run along these practical lines of 
thought ; and, if I mistake not, they prove 
conclusively that the Bible has done for the 
world what no other book or system has ever 
effected. 

When I delivered these discourses, I had 
not the most remote idea of publishing them. 
Though importuned, during their delivery, to 
print some of them in a separate form, I per- 
sistently refused, as I did not think anything 
from my pen could have much claim on public 
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Preface^ iii. 

attention ; and, having delivered them, I laid 
them by, thankful that they had been the 
means of profit to a good many who had heard 
them. But again I have been asked to publish 
the whole series, and, after a good deal of 
hesitation, have yielded. I have given them 
as they were delivered, with but slight revision, 
throwing the whole into chapters, instead of 
retaining the sermon form. The style is my 
own in the pulpit — abrupt, fragmentary, with 
very little smooth ness> and no elegance. Those 
who look for fine writing will probably throw 
this book aside : others, I hope, may read with 
profit. 

My own faith in the precious Bible has been 
greatly strengthened while pursuing these 
thoughts. I care little for those small objec- 
tions which are being urged with such perti- 
nacity, while I have the triumphant proof of 
its divinity, in the blessed influence it has had 
upon the hearts and lives of men. 
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IV. Preface. 

The reader may expect some repetition in 
the book, but this has been unavoidable, and 
perhaps may be more useful than otherwise. 
It is now committed to the care of Him whom 
it has been my supreme desire to honour and 
glorify ; and if it strengthens the faith of any 
weak believer, or leads any wanderer to God, I 
shall be thankful. 

J. w. 

Belfast, 

December ist, 1873. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



I » I 



THIS is a second and People's Edition of a book 
which, but for the lamented death of the author, 
would probably have been issued much earlier. 

There is abundant evidence in these pages^ that had 
the writer devoted himself to making books^ he could 
have wielded his pen with considerable effect. He 
chose, however, the platform and the pulpit, rather than 
the press, as the medium through which he would speak 
to men, and contribute his quota of effort to better the 
state of the world. 

The material out of which this volume was composed 
was delivered, orally, to his own congregation. The 
discourses were specially designed for young men and 
the working classes — among whom, in Belfast, as in 
other great commercial and manufacturing centres, the 
leven of infidelity has been working with accelerated 
force in recent years. If the interest excited, and the 
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2 Introduction. 

large numbers attending on successive Sunday evenings 
were any criteria, then these lectures vi^ere a great 
success. Such was the general appreciation of them 
by the public, that a local gentleman in the trade, having 
secured the author's permission, published the whole in 
a respectable octavo volume, under the title. The Old 
Book Tested. 

This being the Genesis of the book, I may add, that 
owing to its having been printed and issued hastily, the 
author had not time to revise the copy or correct the 
proof, as he could have wished. He was well aware 
that iteration, and even reiteration, which are occa- 
sionally allowable, and sometimes advantageous when 
addressed to the ear, are disagreeable to the eye j and, 
though painfully conscious of this, and expecting adverse 
criticism, he was the more pleased and thankful that his 
critics, almost without exception, spoke of the book 
with respect, and commended it warmly to the reading 
public. He had, in other ways, testimony borne in favour 
of the book from those who had found it helpful. It 
was with deep emotion he related the incident to me, as 
his friend, that at a meeting he attended in the North of 
England, a young and scholarly minister, whom he had 
never met before, rose and publicly thanked him, as the 
author of the The Old Book Tested^ for the good he had 
received from reading the volume, which, through the 
blessing of God, had been the means of delivering him 
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Introduction. 3 

from a scepticism which had much interfered with his 
peace of mind, and the success of his ministry. The 
Old Booh Tested is not one of those " worthless books ** 
of which John Foster spoke, as " specimens of typo- 
graphical elegance, and literary futility," labouring 
" under an infirmity of meaning at present incurable,'* 
single copies of which, the essayist would consign to *^ a 
grand hospital of invalid books,'' to await the glorious 
day when his fancied ** magician," or '* great enchanter 
shall arrive to help them all into sense, and new 
editions," &c. 

Whatever may be said of this volume, its meaning 
is easily understood ; and beyond its intrinsic merit, it has 
nothing to recommend it ; so that if the "enchanter" 
was needed to force it into a new edition, the publisher 
would have selected some other hand to write this intro* 
ductory note. 

As the author's friend for many years, I have been 
entrusted with the duty of preparing this second edition 
for the press ; and I have tried to do this with a sacred 
reverence for .the author, and with the determination to 
make no substantial change in a book, of which one of 
the leading reviewers says : '' Mr. White has chosen a 
work which is right well worth doing, and he has done 
it very well." I have, however, done what Mr. White 
had not time to undertake. I have tested and corrected 
many quotations, lopped oiFwprds which were redundant. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4 Introduction. 

and omitted passages which were repetitions. At the same 
time I have been carefal not to obliterate the individuality 
of the man, or the freedom and play of fancy of the 
preacher. 

John White, as he was familiarly called, was no com- 
mon man. Physically, mentally, and morally, he was 
of a strong build ; and yet he was a man of keen sensi- 
bility, and tender as a child. His firm and intelligent 
grip of the Gospel and deep emotion, his direct address 
and unquestioned and unquestionable sincerity, gave 
him wondrous power over his audience — a power which 
laid hold, not only upon the less informed, but the educated 
hearer. He could say, " I believed, and therefote have 
I spoken.'^ Everything in the Bible was real to him — God 
and the devil, heaven and hell, repentance and faith, the 
new birth and the Christian life were introduced almost 
in every sermon, and formed the staple of all his preach- 
ing. These subjects were dealt with, not in hackneyed 
phrases, but in language rich in homely figures, and 
uttered often with tremulous and tearful emotion. In 
presenting sin in its varied forms, and depicting the 
evil ways of men^ there was often an amount of irony, 
sarcasm, and denunciation, which tickled the fancy of 
some to laughter, and caused others to tremble for very 
fear, and even to weep aloud \ but yet he never allowed 
his hearers to depart without preaching to them Christ, 
in His death, resurrection, and intercession, as the only^ 
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all-sufficient, and ever present Saviour^ for any man, and 
for all men. 

Mr. White was, indeed, a successful preacher. He 
worked for success, and secured it^ through the blessing 
of God. Scarcely a week passed without conversions, 
or a month without candidates for Church membership. 
The interest that centred in Donegal Street Congrega- 
tional Church was obvious, even to those who were but 
casual visitors to Belfast. 

The engagements of Sunday were, for years, antici- 
pated on the Saturday night by a prayer meeting num- 
bering some hundreds of people ; and the services on 
the Lord's day, in his own church and the Victoria 
Hall, were crowded — the church being often filled and 
the gates locked for a considerable time before the hour 
appointed for service to begin. It was in the midst of 
this work — preaching three times every Sunday, con- 
ducting one or two weekly meetings at home, and 
preaching, lecturing, and speech-making up jand down the 
country, that the chapters of, or the discourses which 
make up, this volume, were composed, preached, and 
sent to press. 

.Mr. White consented to the publishing of these 
discourses pro bono publico. He wrote the brief preface 
to the original edition, and this was the sum of his 
responsibility for the publication ; whilst the prospect of 
doing good was the only remuneration he had, or expected 
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to have. In the preface he speaks of his work, and 
himself, with great modesty. He says of the " dis- 
courses," that ** they are simple and practical," his aim 
being to reach the " masses," to whom the higher works 
on Biblical criticism are not accessible, and, if accessible, 
would not be understood or appreciated. 

He puts his Thesis in the simplest form. " Here, 
on the one hand, is the Bible ; what has it effected in 
the world ? Here, on the other hand, are the various 
systems of atheism and infidelity ; what good have they 
wrought in the earth ? " In other words, it is the Bible 
versus the various non-Christian or anti-Christian teach- 
ing of ancient and modern times, judged by their results. 
In estimating his work, he disclaims all attempt at ^^ fine 
writing," and confesses that his style is ^* abrupt and 
fragmentary, has very little smoothness, and no elegance." 
The author, however, underrates his work. If Dr. 
Blair's definition is correct, that "to be eloquent, is to 
speak to purpose," there are passages which justify the 
writer of one of the principal notices in saying, " the 
book is decidedly eloquent;^* on every page there is 
evidence of sanctified genius ; facts are well stated \ 
arguments skilfully arranged ; and appeals made in loving 
words, which all must feel, leading the unprejudiced 
reader to exclaim, Veritas vincit-^^^ truth conquers." I 
doubt not many will agree with the Christian World 
writer, who speaks of the volume as <^ full of that fire 
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and life which must characterise popular rhetoric." The 
Christian^ too, in its notice, says, *' Readers of ordinary 
intelligence will find no difficulty in following all the 
reasoning, and, in an age of loud-spoken unbelief, among 
comparatively unlearned classes, such a book is of no 
small value." 

I have only to add, that the price of the book, as 
originally published, was too high to secure a very large 
circulation among the working classes, for whose sake 
the author consented to its publication. This led a 
Christian gentleman, a great friend of working men, to 
negotiate with the original publisher for the purchase of 
the copyright ; and the present respected publisher takti 
the risk on himself of issuing the volume in a revised 
form, and for less than half the price of the original cloth 
bound edition. It is hoped that thus the author, though 
dead, will continue to speak and bless many of that 
class, or those classes^ for whom he so long and earnestly 
laboured. 

It may be interesting to the reader to know how the 
preacher and writer regarded the questions treated of in 
this book from his death bed. His last illness came on 
suddenly, induced by overwork. His sufferings were 
great, and prolonged for weeks ; but his mind was clear, 
his faith unshaken, and his courage undaunted. Shortly 
before his death, Mr. White said to a friend who called 
to see him — " My only desire to get better is, that I 
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may have further opportunity of benefiting the people, 
and preaching the Gospel/' Almost his last words to 
his daughter were, " If this be death, then my dying 
testimony is, that I die trusting in the atonement made 
by my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." Surely such a 
death-bed testimony forms an important sequel to The 
Old Book Tested. 



ROBERT SEWELL. 



3, Hahey Villas^ Vxbridge^ 
October^ 1883, 
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THE 

OLD BOOK TESTED. 



Chapter I. 
IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD ? 



IT is impossible, thoughtfully, to read the Bible without 
feeling that it is an extraordinary book« How pure 
its morality is, how sublime and beautiful its poetry, how 
graphic its delineations, how varied, and yet how consistent 
are its utterances, and how peculiar its claims ! As a history it 
is the most ancient and venerable in the world. Its first writer 
lived a thousand years before Manetho, Berosus, or 
Herodotus; and where the events of ancient history are 
lost in the dim regions of fable, it declares in clear and 
sober narrative the origin of nations, of man, and of the 
universe. It claims to be the Word of God — a revelation 
of His will to man. If this claim be true, then it not only 
deserves our devout admiration, but our sincere belief. If it 
cannot sustain this claim, it is the most extraordinary tissue 
of falsehood ever presented to our world, and its writers the 
most clever cheats that ever demanded our credence. If it 
be true, we should bow to its teachings with reverence ; if 

c 
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false, reject them with abhorrence. If the Bible be not a 
Divine revelation, then we have no revelation at all. No 
other book ever published has the slightest claim to this all- 
important distinction. 

I purpose in the following chapters to assist the reader ii^ 
the investigation of this subject. 

The Bible is its own witness. We believe it has on its 
pages the stamp of divinity ; that its contents — including 
its histories^ laws, prophesies, doctrines, promises, and 
institutions — its influence over mankind in all ages and 
countries, and preservation for so many centuries, prove it 
to be no mere human production. The question under 
consideration is not merely a curious or speculative enquiry. 
It involves all that is dear and important to man — our 
morality, our consolations, our hopes \ yea, everything that 
is precious, and great, and glorious to each of us, depends 
upon its proper solution. If God has not spoken to us 
in this Book, then we are left without light, or comfort, or 
hope ! If He has, then we have a sure word of prophesy^ 
whereunto we do well to take heed. This being so. 

Is a revelation from God possible ? 

If we believe that God is, and that He is omnipotent and 
infinite in wisdom and goodness, we must believe it possible 
for Him to reveal His will to His intelligent creatures ; nay 
more, we can hardly believe it possible that He should not 
do sa This would be inconsistent with all we see around 
us, where ample provision is made for the wants of every 
living creature. The fowls of heaven, the beasts of the 
forest, the insects that skim through air or crawl in dust^ 
the fishes, great and small, that live in the river, the lake, 
or the ocean j these all wait on Him, He giveth them their 
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meat in due season, and satisfieth the desire of every living 
thing. It is utterly impossible to find a single instinct or 
capacity that is not met and satisfied. We can hardly 
suppose that man is the only exception ; that he alone should 
be left an orphan, destitute of his Father's love and care, 
starving, while there is bread enough and to spare. It is so 
much out of the order of things, and so unnatural, we cannot 
accept this thought without doing violence to our best 
feelings. This much, however, is certain, that, if God has 
endowed man with intelligence. He can supply him with 
knowledge ; if He has given him longings to know himself, 
He can reveal His character and His will ; if He has made 
him accountable for His actions. He can give him a perfect 
rule of life ; if He has endowed him with spiritual capacities. 
He can communicate to him spiritual enjoyment He 
possesses all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and 
has under His control all the powers and agencies of the 
universe, and may use them at his pleasure ; and, from what 
we know of His goodness, we must believe He is disposed 
to make His creatures happy. To deny this would be to 
rob God of His prerogative, and shut Him up in solitary 
existence — a centre of glorious light without a beam to 
enlighten men ; a sea of Divine love, without sending forth 
a rill of consolation to His afflicted children ; an infinite 
heaven of bliss, living apart from sorrowing souls. Infidelity 
would remove God far away from us, and leave us alone to 
battle with the ills of life. It would silence His voice and 
forbid Him to speak to us. Driven about in a changeful 
world, struggling with difficulties, buffeted by temptation, 
and sad with the consciousness of sin, this would leave us 
without light, or consolation, or hope — which, we believe, 
God cannot permit. If men wish to live without God in the 
world, the world is not without God. He is near to every 

c — 2 
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one of us, ** for in Him we live, and move, and have our 
being." We have good reason, then, to believe that God 
can give and has given us a revelation of His will. 

Is such a revdation necessary 9 

It is related of Socrates, that he expressed an expectation 
that God would, at some future period, send a Divine 
messenger to dispel the bewildering mists of error, and shed 
upon man the light of truth and certainty. In this expecta- 
tion we recognise the felt insufficiency of human genius or 
philosophy, to give rest to anxious souls, and satisfy 
enquiring minds. 

Man is a reasoning, enquiring being, to whom knowledge 
isi a necessity. There are questions which he must ask, and 
has asked in all ages and countries. If there is a God, 
what is He ? Is He a being of absolute power and unre- 
lenting cruelty, or is He a God of kindness and love? 
What does He think of me? Does He hate or love me? 
Will He destroy or save me ? Must I tremble before His 
power, or may I trust in His mercy ? How came this vast 
system of things into existence? Who made it? Who 
supports it? Who orders and directs it? Who am I? 
Who made me ? Who cares for me ? What is to be my 
destiny? What is my duty? Is there a Saviour who can 
deliver me from sin and misery, and give me peace and 
happiness ? These questions, in some form or other, have 
engaged the attention of mankind everywhere. Apart from 
the Bible they have never been answered. We search in 
vain among the writings of heathen philosophers for replies 
that will satisfy, and as hopelessly do we look for satisfaction 
from the pompous pretensions of modern infidelity. The 
vagaries of heathen philosophy, and the absurdities of 
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scepticism, alike mock and disappoint us. Deprived of the 
Bible, where could we go to find any certainty on which to 
rest our confidence and hope ? To the past ? The guesses 
of Greek and Latin philosophers, the wisdom of Socrates, 
the academism of Plato, the subtilities of Aristotle, the poetic 
effusions of Virgil and Horace, the utterances of heathen 
oracles, confuse and confound us. Their wisest sayings are 
like dim stars, twinkling for a moment in a murky sky soon 
concealed by thick gloom — a chaos of dark, dreamy doubt 
and uncertainty — a world of fancies and dreams — a babel 
of unintelligible voices. Shall we turn to the prophets of 
infidelity? — the men who, in their own estimation, have 
outgrown the simple teaching of inspiration, and are wiser 
than Moses, or Solomon, or even Jesus of Nazareth. Alas 1 
there is no voice nor speech, from any of them, which can 
give rest to our weary spirits. In sadness and sorrow we 
exclaim, " miserable comforters are ye all." Their theories 
are as contradictory as they are various. In one thing, 
however, they agree — to make us doubt and disown the Bible. 
But when we ask what they will give us in its place, they 
treat us with silence or a sneer. They would drive us from 
a safe and quiet harbour, and send us adrift upon a sea of 
doubt, without chart or compass, not caring whether we sink 
in mid-ocean, or perish amongst rocks and breakers. If 
entirely left to the teaching of these men, we ask, in all 
sober earnestness, what could we know that would give us 
peace? On what could we rest with certainty? How 
necessary, then, that God Himself should speak to us, 
answer our enquiries, reveal to us the truth, inform us how 
He made all things, and let us know our origin, nature, and 
destiny j that He should show us His relation to us, and our 
relation to Him, draw aside the veil, and enable us to behold 
those spiritual realities with which we are surrounded. 
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Surelyy if ever there was a pressing necessity, this is one. 
Has God supplied this necessity? Has He indeed spoken 
to us ? This leads us to enquire once more, 

Is the Bible the revelation we needi 

To settle this question we appeal to the Bible itself. 
Does it answer our enquiries ? Does it supply our mental 
and moral necessities ? Does it account for the existence 
of the visible by the revelation of the invisible ? Let us see. 
I behold around and above me a vast and glorious system : 
around me this earth stretches away in variety, order, and 
beauty; mountains towering to heaven, vales smiling in 
loveliness, rivers flowing, and streams murmuring ; the fields 
waving with com, or adorned with grass and flowers ; beasts, 
birds, fishes, and insects, all supplied with food, and furnbhed 
with the means of enjoyment : above me are innumerable 
shining wonders; suns pouring light on systems, planets 
revolvii^ in their orbits, fixed stars, like sentinels, always at 
their post; their amplitude, magnificence, and order 
astonish me. I ask who made all these ? Who has called 
oat and marshalled this brilliant host ? By what power are 
they sustained? And by whose wisdom directed? I 
interrogate the oracles of infidelity, and what a confusion 
of tongues do I hear 1 One party cries out '' chance," 
another "fiate," another " developement,'* another '*they 
were never created or made : matter is eternal." I turn 
away disappointed firom them all to the Bible. I repeat 
my enquiries, and how simple and sublime its response^ 
''In the b^;inning God created the heavens and the 
earth;" ''Thou, Lord, in the b^inning hast laid the 
foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work 
of Thy hands.'* " The sea is His, and He made it, and His 
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hands also formed the dry land;" "The eyes of all wait 
on Thee, and Thou givest them their meat in due season.' 
I ask again, whence did I come ? Who made me ? Who 
formed this body, so fearfully and wonderfully made ? Who 
kindled up this spirit with its capacities and powers ? To 
whom am I accountable ? Who will save me ? What is 
to be my future? Once more I turn to the prophets of 
scepticism, and they overwhelm me with a jargon of learned 
technicalities : they talk of natural law, of progress, of spirit- 
ualism, and secularism ; and, last of all, they gravely inform 
me that I have been developed from an oyster. Bewildered 
I turn to my Bible, and again it answers, " and the Lord 
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living 
soul :" it informs me that God is " the Father of the spirits 
of all flesh," that " He hath made of one blood all nations 
of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth ;'* it 
speaks to me of a divine Father who loves me, of a living 
Saviour who redeemed me, of a Holy Spirit who enlightens, 
comforts, and sanctifies me ; and of a future of blessedness, 
as the end of a life of faith and obedience; it shows 
me the way of Salvation, and points out the path of duty ; 
it answers my questions, silences my fears, and meets all my 
wants ; it assuages my sorrows, and satisfies my longings ; 
it smooths the rugged path of life, and points to rest beyond; 
it is a light to shine on my path, and a friend to take me by 
the hand and lead me onward and upward ; it is a fountain 
of living water, from which I may drink and be satisfied — 
the bread of life of which I may eat and live for ever. This 
book is suited to man in every age and in every state ; it 
speaks to his heart with the voice of a father, and finds an 
echo within him to all its utterances ; it falls as the rain 
upon the mown grass, and as the dew upon the tender herb. 
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making our sterile nature fertile, and clothing us with 
beauty and gladness. In its utterances God has from 
the beginning held intercourse with His children, the 
manner always being suited to their capacities. To 
the Patriarchs by visions, to Moses by miracles, to the 
Jews by the prophets ; and "hath in these last days spoken 
unto us by His Son, whom Hq hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also He made the worlds." Written by 
different authors, remote from each other, having their own 
idiosyncrasies and styles of thought, the Bible is one in 
authority and purpose. In simple grandeur and pure 
morality it stands done. " Poets and orators have kindled 
their genius at its altar, borrowed their richest imagery 
from its rhetoric, and their loftiest eloquence from its 
inspirations." Compared with its inimitable sublimity, the 
utterances of the greatest poets and orators of the past or 
the present appear feeble and childish. The holy strains 
of David, the gorgeous imagery of Isaiah, the plaintive and 
awful utterances of Jeremiah, the grand and terrible visions 
of Ezekiel and Daniel, the mighty reasoning of Paul, the 
sublime revelations of John, and above and beyond all, the 
wise and wonderful sayings of Jesus of Nazareth, present a 
wisdom, a beauty, a grandeur, which cast for ever in the 
shade the literature of the world. The loftiest flights of 
the sacred writers are without effort and without pretension, 
and their simplest utterances are full of dignity. In the 
Bible majesty is enthroned, and truth enshrined. It is a 
temple filled with the glory of God ; none can dwell within 
its sacred portals without being transformed into the Divine 
likeness. In it there is counsel to the young and comfort 
for the aged \ warning to the wayward and wisdom for the 
ignorant ; consolation for the sorrowful and companionship 
for the lonely. Whatever our state, or circumstances, we 
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may always find in this Book a word seasonable and 
suitable. Those who have studied its pages, believed its 
doctrines, and obeyed its commands, have been the wisest, 
the happiest, and the most useful in every place and in 
every age. 

Let us, therefore, humbly and reverently receive its 
instructions, devoutly study its pages, sincerely believe its 
doctrines, and conform our lives to its precepts. Thus 
we shall " know of the doctrine, whether it be of God," 
and prove that "all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works." 
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Chapter II. 
IS THE BIBLE ADAPTED TO MAN? 



ADAPTATION is a law of the universe. We see it 
everywhere. Nothing stands alone. The mightiest 
orb is related to the smallest atom. In weight and measure, 
in distance and motion, all God's great family of worlds 
witnesses for His omnipotence and boundless wisdom. 
There is nothing redundant, nothing deficient; but each 
supplies its quota to the^ order and harmony of the whole. 
In the vegetable world we see this beautiful law in opera- 
tion. The soil, the air, the rain, the light, are all adapted 
to the nourishment and growth of earth's productions. 
Looking also at the great divisions of animal life — how perfect 
are their adaptations. The beasts which roam through the 
forest, the fowls of the air, the fishes of the sea, and all 
living creatures, are supplied with organisations suited to 
their modes of existence. When we ascend to man it is 
here we see this law most remarkably in operation. The 
whole frame fitly joined together — every bone, and muscle, 
and sinew supplying its place and doing its work. How 
exquisitely the eye is adapted to light, the ear to sound, 
the taste to food, the sense of smell to odours. No appetite 
or faculty is left alone: there is something to answer to it — 
something to satisfy it. We find also in man a higher 
nature — powers and faculties above the range of the 
physical. Has God made provision for the gratification of 
the lower and none for the higher ? Is the spiritual nature 
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of man the only exception to this law ? And if He has 
made such provision, where is it to be found ? 

This brings us face to face with a most important enquiry. 
Is there to be found anywhere a system which can provide 
for the higher nature of man — which will ensure the healthy 
operation of all his powers, and promote his happiness now 
and in the future ? The various systems of idolatry have 
failed; they have only degraded their votaries and made 
them miserable : Mahomedanism has failed, infidelity has 
failed ; and, with all its spacious pretences, Romanism has 
failed. It is not necessary for us to prove that there is no 
truth, or only partial truth, in any of these systems. All we 
have to say is, they have never met the necessities of man. 
They have touched one part of our nature, but ignored the 
other. Providing for the sensuous, they have neglected the 
intellectual; or addressing the intellectual, have left un« 
touched the emotional. What man wants is a religion that is 
suited to his entire nature. If, however, it can be shown 
that the Bible is adapted to man ; touches him at every 
point, and provides for his well-being in every position and 
circumstance, we have a convincing proof that its Author is 
a being of unerring wisdom and unbounded benevolence. 
It is not a question of metaphysics, but of facts. On the 
one hand we have the Bible with its utterences and provi- 
sions, and on the other we have man with his capacities 
and wants. Beginning with his lower nature and ascending 
to his higher, let us ask : 

Is the Bible adapted to marCs physical nature 1 

While the Bible regards the interest of the soul as para- 
mount, it does not overlook or ignore the body. The most 
perfect laws of health are found in its pages ; and the man who 
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conforms his life to its teaching will have, other things being 
equal, better health, better enjoyment, and will make a better 
thing of life, than those who act contrary to its precepts. 
Is cleanliness conducive to health and comfort ? The Bible, 
from begining to end, inculcates it Is temperance pro- 
motive of health ? The Bible condemns most emphatically 
drunkenness, gluttony, and intemperate living. Is chastity 
necessary to health ? The Bible denounces, in the most 
tenible language, all the sins of the flesh. The health of 
the body has much to do with our happiness ; and in so 
far as the Bible, by its teaching, induces men to preserve 
their health, it is a great blessing in our world. Success in 
business depends mainly upon industry, truthfulness, and 
honesty ; and does not the Bible enforce these in the 
clearest and most forcible language ? It tells us that '' the 
hand of the diligent maketh rich," ^' and drowsiness shall 
clothe a man with rags." It sends the sluggard to the Ant 
to learn industry, and inculcates the duty, *' not slothM in 
business." How withering are its denunciations of all 
falsehood, meanness, and injustice; and how hearty its 
praise of truthfulness, justice, and honesty. If a young 
man wishes to succeed in business or his profession 
he has only to take its precepts to his heart, and work 
them out in his life, and he is sure to possess the con- 
fidence and respect of the community, and succeed in 
his calling. 

Is the Bible adapted to man's social nature ? 

We stand related to society, and we owe certain duties to 
those with whom we are associated, which, if rightly discharged, 
will add to our own and their happiness. No one can deny 
this. All our social disorders are occasioned by the neglect 
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or violation of those duties. The Bible^ however, gives 
suitable direction and counsel in this matter. It admonishes 
parents to love their children ; to provide for them ; to teach 
them j to correct them for their good ; to train them up in the 
way they should go; to bring them up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. It commands children to honour their 
fathers and mothers ; to love and obey them ; to attend to 
their counsels ; and, as an incentive to obedience, it encou- 
rages them by promises, and awes them by threatenings. 
It counsels husbands and wives to love each other ; to be 
faithful to each other ; to live together as partakers of the 
grace of life — so full and peffect are its admonitions to 
families that, when its laws are obeyed, social happiness 
is secured, and domestic misery rendered impossible. 
It directs masters to be kind and just to their servants; 
and servants obedient to their masters. It teaches 
rulers moderation and justice, subjects loyalty and obedi- 
ence. It admonishes us to live peaceably with all men; 
to defraud no man; to speak evil of no man; to be 
merciful, forgiving, and generous; to sympathise with the 
afflicted, help the weak, and relieve the poor and needy ; 
to be merciful, even as our Father in heaven is merciful ; 
in a word, to do unto others as we would they should 
do unto us. Is there anything wanting here? Here 
is the basis of all right government, and the pattern of 
the purest social life. If all were to live and act in accor- 
dance with the teachings of this blessed Book, what a 
beautiful and happy world would this be ! The dreams of 
poets would be more than realised : discord, oppression, and 
wrong would for ever cease, and peace, righteousness, and 
joy abound, earth resemble heaven, and man be raised 
into a state of purity and blessedness such as he has never 
experienced. 
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Is the Bible suited to man as an intelligent being ? 

That man has both a capacity and a desire for knowledge 
cannot be denied. This capacity is not bounded or limited 
by the visible or material : it would penetrate the unseen 
and spiritual. When it has explored the heavens it plumes 
its wings for higher flights ; when it has known all that 
nature and science can teach, it ardently longs to explore 
the regions beyond. The spirit in man cannot be satisfied 
with the revelations of science; it seeks to know the 
unseen and the eternal. The earth with its treasures, and 
the heavens with their wonders, cannot satisfy man; he 
looks beyond and above them all for other discoveries — for 
sublimer truths. Far be it from us to depreciate the 
researches of human genius. We honour the men who have 
investigated nature, and by the light of science revealed and 
interpreted many of its mysteries. They have added much 
to our store of knowledge, have lessened human toil, and 
increased our comfort by bringing under control the forces 
of nature and making them obedient to our will. But 
beyond there are regions into which human science has 
never penetrated, and mysteries which it has not and cannot 
solve. It has shown us the vast proportions of a glorious 
temple, and described its gorgeous decorations and 
furniture, but has failed to give us any knowledge of the 
Divine glory within. It has shown us the properties of 
matter, but is unable to give us any satisfactory ideas of 
the laws of mind. "There is a path which no fowl 
knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath not seen." 
.... "Where shall wisdom be found? and where is 
the place of understanding ?"...." The depth 
saith it is not in me ; and the sea saith it is not with 
me " Destruction and death say— we have 
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heard the fame thereof with our ears." .... **God 
understandeth the way thereof, and He knoweth the place 
thereof." That knowledge of God which men desire He 
only can give. The finite cannot comprehend the infinite. 
The Divine, the spiritual, the eternal,. are beyond the reach 
of human science, and, if God does not reveal these to us, we 
must for ever remain in darkness. Just here the Bible meets 
us with its revelations. It draws aside the veil, and we 
behold a vast world of spiritual realities surrounding us, to 
which we are related, and of which we form a part. No 
longer cramped and caged by the material, the mind can 
soar and expatiate without limit or restriction. The spiritual 
within us has found affinities with which it can unite, and a 
world in which it can live and be satisfied for ever. 

The Bible has done more to quicken thought, to enlarge 
and elevate the mind, and to enrich the soul with know- 
ledge, than all the literature of the world put together. 
How much even the infidel writers of this age owe to the 
Bible for their purest thoughts and loftiest conceptions, I 
may not take upon me to say ; but this I will say, that, if 
England had not known the Bible, many who now ignore 
its teaching would be without a name and a reputation. 
Many of these have heard its blessed utterances at their 
mother's knee, and have had their youthful minds embued 
with its pure and elevating principles. It set them out on 
the path of knowledge, and, though they now reject and 
despise it, they owe to it all that is really good and excellent 
in their books and their characters. Their wisest utterances 
are but reflections of its light, and their best thoughts have 
been drawn from its pages. Of course they will not 
acknowledge this, but it is true nevertheless. The extent 
to which the Holy Scriptures have moulded the thought 
and enriched the literature of our country, cannot be 
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estimated. Take Bible thought and Bible language out of 
our literature, and how poor, mean, and miserable would 
it be! 

The Bible is suited to all classes of mind. Here the 
antiquarian can find records of the most ancient peoples, 
and nations, and cities of the world. It has preserved the 
names of men who, but for it, would now be unknown. 
Cities entombed for ages have been kept in the memory of 
the world by its faithful records, pointing to the spot where 
they were buried in darkness, so that, after the lapse of 
centuries, they reappear with the names of their kings and 
warriors. The poet can find in the Bible the loftiest flights 
of imagination, and the most beautiful imagery ; the legis- 
lator, laws here, which are the basis of all right govern- 
ment; the merchant, the most useful and beautiful prin- 
<:iples of commerce. The most capacious intellect has 
here a field in which it can expatiate and exert all its 
powers, while the little child can understand its simple 
teaching. Grandeur and simplicity, profoundness and 
clearness, awfulness and tenderness, the speculative and 
the practical, are all combined, forming a literature so 
varied and perfect that every class of mind and every 
-capacity may be satisfied. 

Is the Bible adapted to man as a moral being ? 

We know that man has a conscience— that he feels him- 
self accountable for his actions, is conscious of guilt, and 
dreads punishment. We see this in operation ever3nvhere. 
In the undefinable fears of the heathen— in his rites and 
sacrifices, many of them cruel and bloody; in the restless- 
ness and apprehension of men, in all ages and countries — 
but especially, in the mental misery of those who have 
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definite views of God as the lawgiver. Man feels his need of 
pardon, and seeks it in some way or other^ and nothing can 
give him peace until he obtains it. The Bible is especially 
adapted to meet this desire. It points to a lawgiver to 
whom every man is accountable, and a law to which all are 
amenable. Under its light the anxious sees his duty and 
his sin, and by it is convicted as a transgressor deserving of 
punishment. But it does not leave him here : it tells him of 
One who has redeemed him from the curse ; who has borne 
his sins and procured for him a full acquittal. It points him 
to Christ, his Saviour and substitute, and by faith in His 
blood he obtains forgiveness and rest for his soul. It is a fact 
that all who have trusted in Jesus have found peace. They 
have been delivered from condemnation, and been enabled 
to rejoice in the consciousness of forgiveness. This is not 
the testimony of a few weak-minded fanatics, but of men in 
all ages and countries. The rich and poor, the educated 
and illiterate, the refined and the unci>dlisedi men of the 
most profound learning, and men of the scantiest infor- 
mation, have rejoiced in the same experience. Here is a 
fact \ let infidelity account for it as it may ; call it fanaticism 
if you please; but here it stands, and stands alone. No 
other book, or system has ever produced these results. We 
maintain, therefore, that the Bible is adapted to man as a 
moral and accountable being. 

Is the Bible adapted to man as a spiritual being ? 

There can be no question that man has in him a nature 
which the terrestrial and material cannot satisfy. ''Man 
shall not live by bread alone." He cannot be satisfied by 
food, however sumptuous; by clothing, however elegant; 
by houses or lands, however grand or extensive. He may 
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heap up gold as the dust ; rise to the highest pinnacle of 
honour and fiime; or drink deep in the cup of earthly 
pleasure ; beauty may dazzle him, and music pour its sweetest 
strains into his ear, but still he is restless, unsatisfied, and 
miserable. Were it necessary we could produce thousands 
of witnesses to show that man's spiritual nature can never 
be satisfied with these things. Men have been hungry in 
the midst of voluptuousness; thirsty while the cup of 
pleasure has sparkled in their hand ; poor in the midst of 
riches ; degraded when on the pinnacle oi honour ; and 
miserable while the world has envied their position. Now, 
why is this ? The reason is plain : you cannot satisfy a 
spiritual being with anything finite. You might as well 
attempt to fill the bed of the ocean with a pebble as satisfy 
a soul with the things of earth. God only can satisfy souls. 
His love revealed to the heart in Jesus can make, and kas 
made, men happy in all ages and under all circumstances. 
The Bible is a revelation of CJod, as the loving Father, the 
merciful Saviour, the everlasting Friend, and the satisfying 
portion of His people. Believing in, loving, holding com- 
munion with Him, men have realised real, perfect, enduring 
happiness, to which they had hitherto been strangers ; and 
this not merely a favoured few, whose circumstances were 
conducive to such a state, but Christians in poverty and pain, 
in trial and tribulation, have enjoyed abundantly the con- 
solations of the Gospel. One of these — ^not an ignorant 
enthusiast, but a profound thinker and a ripe scholar — says^ 
"For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our con- 
solations also abound by Christ; we glory in tribulations 
also, knowing that tribulation worketh patience, and patience 
experience^ and experience hope." The Bible speaks to the 
heart in all its experiences and feelings ; to the happy and 
joyfiil it gives the language of praise and thanksgiving; to 
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the sad and sorrowful, consolation and hope. Confes- 
sion and prayer are put into the mouth of the sin-stricken 
penitent, and words of peace and joy flow from the heart of 
the accepted believer. In its promises the Christian finds 
support and confidence under the most trying circumstances ; 
and, full of its consolations, he can be happy even though 
destitute of all earthly possessions — "as sorrowful, yet 
alway rejoicing ; as poor, yet making many rich ; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing all things." This state of mind 
is peculiar to Christianity ; no other .system has ever pro- 
duced it. Men have been stoical and unfeeling, so that they 
have borne pain with apparent indifference, and endured 
poverty without complaint ; but they have possessed no real 
happiness or joy. Christianity alone has transformed povert} 
into riches, sorrow into joy, and suffering into blessedness. 
We state these as facts attested by the experience of every 
one who believes in Christ, and leave the despisers of the 
Bible to account for them as they may. Lastly — 

Is the Bible adapted to man as an immortal being ? 

There are but few real unbelievers in immortality. Man 
instinctively looks into the future. From it arise his brightest 
visions of hope, or his darkest pictures of despair. His 
ideas of the future may be crude and foolish, but there they 
are ; a testimony that he expects a future life. The Bible 
has not always created these feelings, for they are found 
where it has never been known ; whence have they come ? 
Has God provided for all our other faculties, but not for 
this? Not so; the Bible provides for this capacity and 
addresses it. What is dim and shadowy to unassisted reason 
it reveals in the sunlight of divine revelation. " Our Saviour 
Jesus Christ hath brought life and immortality to light 
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through the Gospel." Do we ask where is heaven? It 
replies, where God dwells— the Father's house— the resi- 
dence of the Eternal. Do we inquire what is heaven ? It 
reveals to us a state of conscious existence, spotless purity, 
unruffled peace, unclouded joy, perfect happiness, and un- 
dying life. Do we wish to know who are to be our com- 
panions ? It announces, ^' Ye are come to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general assembly and church of 
the first-bom, which are written in heaven, and to God the 
Judgeof all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 
and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant" Do we 
wish to know the way to that celestial state? It replies, that 
faith in Christ and a holy life lead there. Jesus saith, '^ I 
am the resurrection and the life ; he that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live ; and he that liveth 
and believeth in Me shall never die." Those who live by 
the teachings of the Bible, trust in Jesus, and walk before 
Him in newness of life, have a hope which sustains them 
amidst the ills of life, makes them joyful amidst earth's 
sorrows, and in the gloom of death will shine as a cheering 
light, filling with glory even the darkness of the tomb. The 
young have parted with earth's joys without a pang, and the 
rich left their treasures, knowing that they have "in heaven 
a better and enduring substance." Filled with this blessed 
hope the martyr has mounted the scaffold, or clasped the 
stake with transport This is simple and unvarnished fact ; 
let men account for it as they may. In no case has the 
Bible failed those who have heartily believed its truths and 
conformed their lives to its precepts. 

We have thus seen that the Bible is perfectly adapted to 
man in all positions and circumstances — in all countries and 
ages. Its wonderful adaptation is so perfect that it fits into 
our nature at every point There is a response in thehumaik 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Adapted to Man f 29 

iieart to all its divine utterances, and, to be permanently 
happy, men have only to believe and obey. Surely the 
Author of this Book must know what is in man ; must be 
acquainted with all his capacities, hopes, fears, longings, 
and aspirations. He that hath made us made the Bible ; 
Me that kindled up the sun to give us light hath sent forth 
this heavenly radiance to shine on our darkness, and guide 
us through this gloomy scene to the regions of unclouded 
blessedness. 
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Chapter III. 

DOES THE BIBLE TEACH AND PRODUCE A 
PURE MORALITY? 



WITH the Bible before us, and society around us, we 
have ample means of obtaining a satisfactory 
answer to this question. As to what the Bible teaches^ it is 
its own witness ; and as to its effects on men, we have the 
simple testimony of facts. There may be curious objections 
raised about minor matters of detail — and a great deal has 
been made of these by sceptics — ^but we do not care to 
trouble our readers with them at present : they have been 
replied to again and again. Even supposing they may never 
be satisfactorily replied to, they do not affect the great 
foundations of truth and morality upon which the noble 
superstructure stands. If the Bible contains a law which is 
"holy, just, and good," it bears upon it the stamp of 
Divinity. As an eloquent writer remarks, "The presignifica- 
tion of the law amounts clearly to an irre&agable and incon- 
testable proof of the existence of a revelation— nay, it 
amounts to a proof of the supernatural." The morality 
taught in the Bible had not been originally perceived or 
taught by any of the philosophers of the past, yet some 
mind must have produced it ; a mind, too, acquainted with 
the capacities and wants, the responsibilities and duties of 
man. It is not merely that we find the promulgation of a 
law in its pages, but a law so adapted to man's nature and 
circumstances, and so calculated to promote his best 
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interests. We search in vain for anything like it in the 
writings of Grecian philosophers. We do not find it in the 
gross materialism of Anaximander^ in which matter is eveiy- 
thing ; the absolute, the eternal, the unconditional all, fram 
whidi, by evolution, are produced the beauty and order 
of the imiverse. Nor in the aiandc theory of Leucippi]% 
Democritus, and Protagoras, by which atams are made the 
first principles of all things, and, put in motion by chance^ 
produce order, beauty, thought, emotion, and all die 
phenomena of the universe. Nor in the ^oss immorality of 
Zeno, in which marriage is repudiated, and pollution, and 
lust, and falsehood, and revei^e, and even self-murder, axe 
exalted into virtues. Nor in the more enlightened teach- 
ings of Socrates and Plato, in which are found fhigmentaij 
and occasional moral sentiments, iMit so mixed and overlaid 
by gross error, as to make it impossible to icvm any ratieiial 
opinion as to what is duty and what is sin. Socrates wrote^ 
that '' whatever anyone knows, he perceives by seos^ and 
knowledge is nothing else than sensation." I^os a laan's 
senses and emotions must be his criteria of truth and Jas 
code of morals. Nor is it fotmd in the dualism of Egypt 
and Assyria, which leaves man suspended between twocoBr 
tending powers, helpless and hopdess in time, and only 
expecting deliverance amidst the dim shadows of thei^tuse* 
Nor in the pantheism of India, in which the personality of 
God is lost amidst the ^tastic creations of Buddhism and 
Brahminism, with their vast mob (^^ idols, whose degrading 
ceremonies are only calculated to corrupt and bnAalise. 

The various systems of modem infidelity, presented m 
captivating language, and frequently adorned with ethical 
sentiments stolen from the Bible without acknowledgment^ 
are only reproductions of the past. The tomb is onbellished 
and garnished, but the dead are tiiere. Flowers bloom* 
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but beneath are loathsomeness and corruption. They 
repeat the same dogmas and echo the same sentiments. 
Such men as Atkinson and Martineau have made but little 
advance on Anaximander and Protagoras. Take a few 
specimens of their teaching — "All causes are material 
causes ; " " material conditions are the origin of all religions^ 
all philosophies, all opinions, all spiritual conditions and 
influences, just as the origin of all diseases and all insanities 
are found in material conditions and causes ; '' "I am what 
I am^ a creature of necessity ; I claim neither merit nor 
demerit ; I cannot alter my will, or be other than I am, and 
cannot deserve either reward or punishment." According 
to this, lust, and theft, and murder, and crime of every 
description are unavoidable, and those who commit them 
blameless. It were only necessary to carry out such teaching 
practically, to turn this abode of man into a foul and filthy 
den of corruption, a pandemonium of horror, a field of 
cruelty and blood 1 

The pantheism of the present is but a repetition of the 
past : in it there is no personal God, no responsible Man. 
God is everything, and everything is God. Man is deified, 
Jehovah degraded. Personality and accountability alike are 
lost In vain we search among all the writings of infidelity 
for any safe law of life, or sufficient incentives to purity, 
truth, or goodness. This much, at all events, is certain, we 
must have some other light to guide us, and other teacher 
to take us by the hand, if ever we come to know our duty, 
and be led in the way of peace and happiness. From 
necessity we must leave these guides ; as they cannot give 
us anything to satisfy our souls. We ask for bread, and they 
give us a stone; for a fish, and they give us a serpent ; for 
an egg, and they give us a scorpion. Whatever they may 
say to depreciate the Bible, and turn us away from its teach- 
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ings, one thing is clear, th^ can do nothing for us. If they 
had furnished us with a purer and more righteous law, and 
if by their theories they had made men wiser and better, 
they might have some claim on our attention and respect ; 
but here they have utterly failed. They have startled us by 
their discoveries, astonished us by their pretensions, con- 
founded us by their metaph3rsics, and mocked us by unful- 
filled promises : we owe them no gratitude for good received, 
no respect for wisdom communicated, and, therefore, are 
under no obligation to follow their teaching. 

We now turn from them to the Bible, earnestly desiring to 
know what is morality ; and it introduces us at once into 
the presence of a Being of eternal, independent existence ; 
of unlimited power, omniscient wisdom, unswerving justice, 
unsullied purity, and unbounded benevolence ; — the Author 
oialllife^ the Creator oi all things; — a Father who loves us, 
and desires our happiness — in whom majesty and meekness, 
glory and grace, beauty and benevolence, grandeur and 
gentleness meet. Through Christ He has revealed His 
gracious desire to save the lost, and to bless humanity with 
the manifestations of His love and the treasures of His 
grace. This is the God revealed to us in the Bible. How 
unlike the gods of the heathen, or the ideal gods 
of philosophy ! He is the lawgiver of the universe ; to 
Him we are accountable for our actions, and by Him are to 
be judged. 

It is reasonable to expect that a law proceeding from such 
a Being would be like Himself—^/);, justy and good; suit- 
able to the nature and circumstances of His moral creatures, 
and calculated to produce their well-being. Such is the 
moral law. Its commands are not arbitrary enactments, but 
necessary precepts, demanded by the nature of man, and 
his relations to God and society. If God has made and 
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redeemed us/ if we are absolutely dependent on Him for life 
and all that can bless life, is it not reasonable that we should 
worship Him, love Him, and obey His commandments? 
and, accordingly, the first utterance of the Lawgiver is, " I 
am the Lord thy God, thou shalt have no other gods before 
me ; thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve 
them/' To worship God is the noblest and most ennobling 
work in which man can engage. In this holy exercise the 
worshipper is lifted up above all that is impure and imper- 
fect to contemplate purity and perfection, and thus be made 
like the object of His worship. It is a fact that men in all 
ages and countries have been like the gods they worshipped. 
The worshippers of Mars have been warriors; the 
worshippers of Bacchus, drunkards ; and so on. To worship 
the true God, however, elevates, purifies, and beautifies the 
worshipper. The Bible reveals God as the only Being 
worthy of our profound reverence and sincere worship. 

We have already observed that the relation in which we 
stand to society involves certain duties in the performance 
of which we promote our own individual happiness and the 
good of the community. If these duties are neglected, or 
the law which enjoins them violated, we injure ourselves and 
others, and, as far as our influence reaches, produce disorder 
and misery in the world. 

We begin with justice. Justice has been defined as 
" That temper of mind which disposes us to leave every 
other being in the unmolested enjoyment of those means of 
happiness bestowed upon him by his Creator. It is also 
frequently used for the exhibition of this conduct in outward 
act. Thus, when a man manifests a proper respect for the 
rights of others, we say he acts justly; when he, in any 
manner violates these rights, we say he acts unjustly." 
Justice demands that anything we possess as the reward of 
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our labour — by purchase, by gift, by will, by inheritance — 
we have a right to possess without being molested, and 
enjoy or dispose of it as we please without interference. 
We are forbidden by this law to deprive others of their 
property by theft, or violence, or cheating. We are to take 
no advantage of a man's weakness, or ignorance, or necessity, 
so as to derive him of what is his own. 

This principle of justice extends to all the transactions of 
life, In buying and selling, the purchaser should get an 
equivalent for his money, and the seller the value of his 
goods. In labour, the employer is bound to give a fair 
remuneration for work done, and the employed receive 
adequate remuneration for his toil. The same rights claimed 
by me I ought to accord to my neighbour — in a word, do 
unto others as I would they should do unto me. Starting 
with the command, ''Thou shalt not steal!" the fiible 
applies this law of justice to all the relations of life. The 
graspings of cupidity ; the unrighteous tricks of business ; 
the oppression of the weak by the strong ; the low cunning 
of the knave j and the trade of the usurer, are all denounced 
in the strongest language. So clear and special are the 
teachings of the Bible on this subject, that men have only 
to follow implicitly its counsels to become honourable and 
upright in all the relations and transactions in life ; and if 
society were only permeated and ruled by its principles, 
fraud, injustice, and wrong would disappear, and moi would 
walk erect, enjoying the smile of God, and the confidence 
and approval of men. 

Veracity is another principle of moral law : *'Thou shalt 
not bear felse witness against thy neighbour," is not only 
the command of God, but finds a response in the breast of 
humanity. Men are so linked together, and so dependent 
upon one another, that mutual confidence is a necessity ; 
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but there can be no confidence if there be not truth. In 
the relation of facts, in making promises, in transacting 
business, in bearing testimony, in accepting responsibilities, 
men can have no confidence if they suspect falsehood. If 
l3dng, and hypocrisy, and slander, and unfaithfulness 
prevailed over society, trade and commerce, morality and 
religion must disappear; every man would doubt and 
despise his neighbour; suspicion would hang like a dark 
cloud over men, and society would be disorganised. The 
human mind is as clearly made for truth as the eye for light, 
or the ear for sound. We expect when men make state- 
ments, that they tell the truth ; when they make promises, 
they will perform them ; when they take upon themselves 
responsibilities, they intend to fulfil them ; and when they 
make professions, they are sincere. We despise a liar or a 
hypocrite, and hate sham and pretence. God has made us to 
feel so,|and hence He has revealed Himself to us as the God of 
truth — the faithful (xod who cannot lie. He has given us truth 
as the rule of our lives and the food of our souls. He asks us 
to believe the truth, to speak the truth, to live the truth. Men 
are regenerated by the truth, sanctified by the truth, made firee 
by the truth. How beautiful is truth ! When it dwells in 
the family; when heart can repose in heart, and words 
uttered are received without misgiving; when every pro- 
fession is sincere, and every heart true, how peacefiil and 
beautiful that home I Did truth prevail in society-^did 
every man speak truth to his neighbour — how beautiful and 
happy would this world be! And this is God's idea of 
the world — this is what it is yet to be, when the truth shall 
shine out in full-orbed glory, and fill the whole earth. 

Chastity is another part of the moral law, the violation of 
which has entailed untold misery on the human race. 
Unchastity has brutalised men, and degraded women ; it 
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has invaded and destroyed the sanctity of home ; it has 
engendered and propagated the most loathsome diseases ; 
it has led to the neglect, and even the murder of countless 
numbers of helpless children; and were it to become 
universal, it would ere long depopulate our world. Just in 
proportion as the law of marriage has been neglected or 
violated, has society sunk in intelligence and purity ; and 
where that sacred relation has been most faithfully sustained, 
society has been pure, and peaceful, and happy. God has 
denounced His heaviest judgments against the impure : 
" No whoremonger nor imclean person hath any inheritance 
in the kingdom of Christ and of God." " Mortify, therefore, 
your members which are upon the earth; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection ; for which things' sake the 
wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience." 
Have we not indications, even in this world, that there is 
wrath hanging over the heads of all these workers of 
iniquity? Do we not see it in the degradation of the 
character, the affliction of the body, the misery of the soul, 
and in the untimely death of multitudes ? 

We would say, for we have not time to dwell on particulars 
longer, that our whole duty to our fellow-men is summed up 
in one sentence, " thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." 
We ought not, according to this command, to do or say any- 
thing to injure the person, character, or property of our 
neighbour. Our duty is to comfort him in sorrow, sym- 
pathise with him in suffering, and relieve, as far as possible, 
his necessities ; to be kind, considerate, true, and faithful to 
him: and by honesty, truthfulness, kindness, purity, and 
benevolence, seek his good. This is the morality of the 
Bible. God-ward it teaches supreme love, devout worship, 
and willing service ; man-ward it enjoins justice, truthfulness, 
purity, and benevolence. Such a morality was never con- 
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ceived by the wisdom of man. God only could reveal it. 
That this law is recorded in the Bible is an incontestable 
proof that it is more than human, that it is Divine, We ask 
once more — 

Does the Bible produce a pure morality 1 

Does it make men moral? We remark that the Bible 
gives a threefold view of morality : — " God's ideal of morality 
reflected in a law given to holy intelligences — the lapse of 
man into sin, and in that state willing and desiring that which 
is contrary to the Divine will — and the restoration and 
r^eneration of man through redemption, by which his will 
is brought into harmony with the will of God. These three 
forms of morality originated for man not simultaneously, but 
consecutively, and produced a moral history of mankind. 
The first stage is prehistoric ; the second is the history of 
man up to the time of Christ ; and the third is the essence 
of that history, which emanates from Christ, and is enacted 
by those who appertain to Him." The Bible teaches us 
that God made man holy and happy like Himself, and per- 
fectly conformed to His law ; that man fell from that high 
and holy estate, and became averse to the divine law ; and 
that by the redemption wrought out by Christ, all who 
believe are regenerated and brought back into conformity to 
the divine law. The first state is a matter of revelation, the 
second of history, and the third of experience. With this 
last we have especially to do. In the Old Testament 
morality is taught and sin denounced : in the New, morality 
not only is taught and sin denounced, but a redemptive plan 
is revealed by which men may be so renewed that they will 
be conformed to God's image and delight in His law. 
Christ came to redeem us from the curse of the law, being 
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made a curse for us. All the previous dispensations were 
but preparatory to His advent. The services of the taber- 
nacle and the temple were shadows of the good things to 
come j everything pointed forward to the Coming One, — the 
priests, the sacrifices, the altar foreshadowed Him who was to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself ; prophecy speak of 
Him, the world expected Him ; and when the fulness of the 
time was come, He appeared among men to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself, God's representative and man's 
Saviour. In His teaching He re-published and explained 
the moral law ; in His life He fulfilled it ; whilst by His 
death He atoned for man's guilt, and^ exalted to heaven, 
He has sent down the Holy Ghost to turn men from sin to 
holiness, and to write this law in their hearts, so that they 
may willingly and lovingly do His will. " For what the law 
could not do, in that it was weak through the fiesh, God, 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful fiesh, and for 
sin condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteousness of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the fiesh, but 
after the Spirit." Our question is, does the Gospel so change 
men and renew men as to conform them to the law of God ? 
We have seen the great principles of morality laid down in 
the Old Testament, and as taught and exemplified by Christ 
in the New ; is there any power by which those who believe 
in Jesus are brought into accord with the Divine law? 
That m2Jiy professing to believe in Christianity live immoral 
lives, is no proof against its power. What we undertake to 
demonstrate is, that all who really believe the Gospel receive 
a power by which their characters and lives are entirely 
changed, and, thus changed, they live a life of piety, purity, 
usefiilness. Eighteen hundred years ago, at Jerusalem, three 
thousand souls, gathered fi-om difierent nations, diversified in 
language, education, taste, and character, as they '' gladly 
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rec^ved the word/' became a community differing as much 
from the world around them, as they resembled one another. 
Before that power selfishness disappeared, and love flowed 
through them in streams of beneficence \ their characters were 
exalted ; their lives became pure ; they consecrated their 
all to the service of God and humanity ; and they resembled 
Him in whom they believed : and, like Him, went about 
continually doing good. From that day the same power 
has been in operation, and has produced the same results. 
Murderers have been transformed into loving and peaceable 
citizens ; the libertine and the prostitute become chaste ; 
the thief honest ; the drunkard sober ; the blasphemer a 
man of prayer ; the liar a lover of truth ; the proud humble ; 
and the degraded elevated in character. The relations of 
life have been adjusted and sanctified, and society has been 
blessed with purity and peace. By the power of the Gospel 
men, whom no discipline could tame and no law improve, 
have been turned from their lawless courses to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in the world. These transformations 
have not taken place in solitary instances, alone, and under 
favourable circumstances j but ever3rwhere the Gospel has 
been preached and believed in, the same eflfects have 
followed. This has been the case for eighteen hundred 
years — ^it is so now. Witnesses crowd around us, we meet 
them in our marts of commerce, where they are honoured 
and trusted ; in our senate-house, where they are honest 
and whole-hearted in the cause of right and liberty; in 
offices of trust, where they are faithful ; in social life, where 
they are pure and peaceful ; in our hives of industry, where 
they are diligent in business, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord ; in our homes, where they exhibit those graces which 
make the domestic circle resemble heaven; and in the 
church, where they are holy and useful. Many of these we 
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knew when it was far otherwise, then they despised the 
Bible, rejected the Saviour, and turned away from His 
ordinances, living lives of vileness and degradation. What 
changed them ? Their history is simple. They heard the 
Gospel, believed in Christ, and were made new creatures. 
We can take you to their homes and let you witness the 
peace, order and comfort which reign there ; we can let yoa 
speak to their neighbours, who bear witness to the wonderful 
change which has passed over them ; we can let you read 
the records of the police-court, where they so often stood 
degraded, but which they now visit no more ; you can hear, 
if you wish, the testimony of wives and children, of parents 
and kindred, regarding them, and you must be compelled 
to say that the power which has wrought these moral trans- 
formations is Divine. . It is a fact, that the most pure and 
peaceable, the most truthful and honourable, the most sober 
and industrious, the most benevolent and honoured members 
of the community, are to be found among those who are 
influenced and guided by the Bible. 

In mai;iy ways we could not expect, the world pays 
homage to the Bible. If men wish to perpetrate gigantic 
frauds, they feel it necessary to assume the garb of honesty 
or piety. If a professor of the religion of Christ is overtaken 
in a fault, he is talked about, and his inconsistency adversely 
commented on, while godless men practice their villainy as 
if it were a matter of course. The Christian professor is 
severely criticised, while others go free. Now, why is this? 
Simply because men expect a purer morality and a more 
consistent life from Christian than from other men. Oh ! 
you say, Christians make a higher profession. Precisely so ; 
because they have a higher standard of morality, and a purer 
law to direct their conduct. You do not expect better from 
others, and, therefore, do not blame them. 

E 
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Before men rush into open profligacy they must renounce 
the Bible. Do the men who are the corrupters and 
disturbers of society ever read the Bible ? Never. Do the 
swindlers and professional robbers of the community ever 
read the Bible ? Never. From the lowest haunts of vice, 
where humanity is a seething mass of foul corruption, up to 
the perfumed and decorated wickedness of aristocratic 
sinners, the Bible is a rejected book. The Bible and sin 
cannot live together. They are in eternal antagonism. 
Amidst the assemblies, where impious mirth and godless 
,revelry prevail, it would write upon the wall with terrible 
clearness their doom, making even the knees of kingly sin- 
ners tremble, while its awful denunciations would turn their 
faces pale with terror. That there are some outwardly moral 
who deny the authority of the Bible we do not dispute ; but 
could we trace back their history we would find, in most 
cases, that in the season of youth they received lessons of 
morality which all their infidelity is not able to destroy. At 
all events, it was not their systems which made them what 
they are. In these there is nothing that could teach them 
morality, nor any power that could produce good principles,. 
or lead to a righteous life. But even these cases are excep- 
tional : the rule is that those who reject the Bible live not 
only useless, but often immoral lives. The education and 
position of the leaders may keep them above the common 
mass of unbelievers, but their dupes are frequently the slaves 
of passion and sin, without any principle that could possibly 
raise or purify them. The multitudes of young men who 
have been ruined ; the husbands and fathers who have been 
turned into heartless villains; the lives which have been 
blackened and blasted by infidelity, God only knows. What 
parent would wish his son to be given up to the teachings of 
infidelity ? What lover of his fellow-men would wish to see 
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the youth of our country handed over to the influences of 
these Godless, Christless systems ? Even if our existence 
were bounded by the present, it were incomparably better 
for us to have the blessed morality of the Bible, as the rule 
of our life, than the most fascinating theories of infidelity. 
But with the certainty of a future existence before us, how 
dreadful to launch on such a dark ocean, with only the 
blackness of darkness before us. If it were a choice between 
two systems, each of which made reasonable promises, and 
held out certain hopes, we might have some reason for 
rejecting the Bible ; but when we are called upon to give up 
a rule of life which certainly is profitable for the present, and 
opens up to us the hope of a blessed future for nothing, or 
worse than nothing ! to do so would be not only inexcusable 
folly, but incalculable madness. 



B— 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



44 



Chapter IV. 
IS THE BIBLE A BLESSING? 



WE have seen that the Bible teaches and produces 
pure morality. Our attention is now directed to 
another important .inquiry — Has it eflfected any good on 
the earth ? In so far as it has done good it must be good. 
'' Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?" If 
iti has produced order, purity, and happiness in society, 
where it has been taught and received, it rightfully claims 
respectful and reverent attention. We are not required to 
decide upon mere opinion or assertion, but to examine 
fiacts. There is abundance of material. We can look at 
the state of society where the Bible is not known, or where 
It is rejected, and contrast that with the state of countries 
where it has been received and obeyed as the Word of 
God, and draw our conclusions accordingly. If, after 
honest investigation, we are satisfied that the world would 
be better without it, then by all means, let us reject it; if, on 
the contrary, we are forced to acknowledge its beneficent 
effects, then in all honesty we are bound to receive it. The 
religion inculcated by this Book professes to be " profitable 
unto all things, having tbb promise of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come." Is it so? What has it 
effected in nations, in families, in individuals ? 

What has the Bible effected in nations ? 

There are some nations in which the Bible is not 
known: what is their state? There are nations in which 
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it has been received: what is their condition? There 
was a time when nations which have now the Bible were 
destitute of its teaching: what is their present, as con- 
trasted with their former condition ? Surely there is ample 
room here for investigation. There are men who would 
say that the world would be far better without the Bible ; 
and they talk of the happy perfection of savage life with 
enthusiasm, and deplore the sad deterioration of the race 
by civilisation and religion. Others speak with ecstasy of 
Egypt and Babylon, of Greece and Rome, as models of 
civilisation. They sing of their heroes and poets, their 
statues and pictures, their palaces and temples, and they 
mourn over their desolation, as if all that was great and 
glorious in the world had departed. Far be it from us to 
depreciate the genius of the past, or to say that there was 
nothing good or great in those ancient nations. We admire 
the splendours of Greece and Rome quite as much as the 
enemies of the Bible ; but we rejoice in the possession of 
something better. The great men of those ancient nations 
were like tall, luxuriant trees in the midst of a sterility : they 
stood alone and apart from the multitudes around them, who 
were sunk in ignorance and superstition. At the time 
when the splendours of Greece excited the admiration of the 
world — when she erected her most splendid temples, 
listened to her grandest orators, carved her finest statues, 
painted her divinest pictures, published her wisest laws, 
spoke her purest language, and fought her greatest battles — 
ignorance hung, like a black cloud, over the land; and 
licentiousness covered society like a leprosy ; injustice and 
falsehood, oppression and wrong abounded, until the nation 
sunk into the ^tomb beneath the weight of its corruption. 
When Paul stood on Mars' Hill, what a sad spectacle pre- 
sented itself to his gaze ! There was a splendid city, but it 
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was full of superstition. Gorgeous palaces and temples were 
there, but they were dens of impurity and the habitations of 
cruelty. Beneath that clear and cloudless sky there were 
gods innumerable staring upon him from every street, and 
home, and temple — Minerva and Neptune, Jupiter and 
Ceres, Apollo and Bacchus, Hercules and Theseus, the 
Muses and the Furies, Venus and the Graces, Diana and 
the Nymphs ; and, lest any god should be insulted by being 
overlooked, an altar was erected " To the unknown god," 
to whom they paid unmeaning homage. Altars and temples 
were erected to Fame, Modesty, Energy, Mercy, Persuasion, 
Victory, and Oblivion. Their wisest philosophers, their 
greatest warriors, their most renowned poets and orators, as 
well as the poor and ignorant multitude, consulted omens 
and oracles, and were the slaves of the most degrading 
superstitions and gloomy fears. When Rome was in her 
glory, her streets and Forum, her baths and temples, her 
palaces and theatres, studding her seven hill, were sur- 
rounded by nearly two millions of human beings, living in 
vice, squalor, and poverty ; while her most esteemed amuse- 
ments were degrading and brutal. Imagine eighty thousand 
citizens assembled in the amphitheatre to witness wild 
animals torturing each other, or tearing to pieces miserable 
men doomed to a cruel death ! or gladiators contending to 
the death, amidst the exultant yells and shouts of the mul- 
titude ! or those lines of captives led in to make sport, by 
their death-agonies, for the spectators ! As you read of the 
vices and degradation of the people, say, was her boasted 
civilisation aught but splendid barbarism ? Would we wish 
to turn London into Rome? Would we blot out our 
literature, abolish our institutions, abandon our hberdes, 
and give up all we enjoy through the influence of the 
Holy Scriptures for that ? No ! Surely every lover of 
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his country would start back aghast from such a sad 
change. 

History depicts the state of Britain before the introduc- 
tion of Christianity. The first glimpse we get of her people 
is that of naked savages, roaming about without law or order, 
degraded and miserable. Her harbours were then, as now, 
capacious and commodious, but they were useless; 
her soil and climate were then, as now, salubrious 
and productive, but the country was uncultivated and 
barren ; her mines were then, as now, rich in treasures, 
but they were worthless. What a wonderful change has 
passed over her since then ! Her splendid and populous 
cities ; her education and refinement ; her ports crowded with 
shipping, and her commerce extending to ths ends of the 
earth ; her schools and colleges ; her parliament and laws ; 
her power by sea and land ; her peace at home and influence 
abroad ; and, above all, her religion and morality attest that 
some power has been raising and blessing her with abun- 
dant goodness. What has done it? When a heathen 
chief asked our Queen a similar question, she presented 
to him a copy of the Sacred Scriptures, informing him 
that tkat was the secret of England's greatness. We 
give the same reply. It is quite true that the Romans* 
when they invaded the country, effected a kind of civilisa- 
tion ; but had this country not received the Bible, like that 
power, she would long since have sunk into ruin. It 
was only when Christianity took the place of heathenism 
that England began to rise. Long had the Gospel to 
struggle against opposing forces, and often its progress was 
arrested; but, like the morning light, it rolled back the clouds 
of darkness, quickened our nation's energies, and lifted the 
people up into a state of intelligence and freedom. It 
destroyed her barbarism, unfettered the human intellect. 
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gave wings to genius, refined and elevated her people : it 
educated her merchants, extended her commerce, moulded 
her laws, and taught and produced a pure morality. Other 
causes may have been at work ; this was the great and the 
efficient cause. That England has many failings and sins 
to account for we admit and deplore ; but they are not 
attributable to the Bible. All in her that is good she 
owes to its influence ; all the evil is traceable to her devia- 
tions from its precepts. The mild administration of her 
laws; the peaceableness and order of her people; the 
education of her youth ; the integrity of her men of busi- 
ness ; and her humane institutions ; she owes to the Bible. 
Let us imagine what this country would now be had she no 
Bible, no sanctuary, and no Sabbath ! We have reason for 
thankfulness that (xod, in mercy, has extended even to 
those who would banish the Word of God, the blessings 
which they despise and the privileges they would destroy. 

America, too, owes all her greatness and glory to the 
Bible. When that noble band of Puritans, who sailed in 
the Mayflower^ landed on the inhospitable shores of New 
England, they carried in their hands and in their hearts the 
Word of God ; and they laid the foundations of the Com- 
monwealth deep and firm on its Divine principles. The 
Bible was their standard of law and morality : from it they 
derived their ideas of human rights and duties ; it was the 
chart by which they guided the ship of state through perils 
and dangers ; it was their defence in time of danger, and 
their counsellor in time of perplexity. Because America 
has honoured the Bible, the sanctuary, and the Sabbath, 
she has written a history for herself, brilliant and glorious. 

If we turn to the isles of the Pacific, we see over two 
hundred of them which only a short time ago were inhab- 
ited by naked savages, many of them cannibals, degraded^ 
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cruel, bloodthirsty, wretched, and miserable, without organi- 
sation, law, or order. Now, neat and commodious habita- 
tions stud the landscape, and smiling villages nestle along 
their shores; Christian Churches, filled with devout wor- 
shippers, have taken the place of idol-temples ; children are 
educated ; law and order prevail instead of anarchy and 
strife; human life and property are comparatively secure; 
and the people are rising in morality and intelligence. Here 
the shipwrecked mariner, who only a few years ago would 
have been murdered and eaten, is tenderly nursed and 
lovingly cared for. No longer can it be said that 

" Every prospect pleases, 
And only man is vile." 

What has efifected this wonderful change ? Just this : The 
missionary, with the Bible in his hand, and the love of 
Christ in his heart, with the courage of a hero and the self- 
sacrifice of a mart)^', went forth among them, proclaiming 
peace through the blood of the cross. They listened to 
the message of redeeming love as it fell, like heavenly 
music on their ears; a new life pulsated in th^ir hearts, and 
a Divine hand took hold of them and lifted them up ; the 
idols fell, like Dagon, before the ark of the Lord; the 
sterile wilderness began to bloom, and the solitary places 
become vocal with heavenly song; instead of the war- 
whoop, the voice of prayer and praise float upon the air ;, 
and for cruelty and blood, there are acts of mercy and love. 
All this is sober history, attested not only by the mission* 
aries who toiled, and the societies which sent them forth, 
but by impartial witnesses who visited those islands, and 
have wondered at the glorious changes effected. 

In the island of Madagascar tens of thousands have cast 
their idols from them, and turned to the worship of the true 
and living God. A despotic and cruel government has been 
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changed into one of comparative mildness and mercy, and 
the whole aspect of society been improved. What did 
all this ? The Gospel. The triumphs of the Bible in that 
land are, perhaps, without a parallel in history. It is but as 
yesterday since the missionary began his work, and the 
Gospel gained its first triumphs. Then came a season of 
cruel persecution, during which many suffered death for the 
testimony they bore to Christ ; and, for a time, it seemed 
as if the light was for ever extinguished ; but again it burst 
forth in heavenly splendour : the monarch bowed reverently 
at the feet of Jesus \ the magnates of the court listened to 
the heavenly message ; citizens and soldiers, the rich and 
the poor, submitted to Christ as the Lord and Saviour ; the 
idols were abolished; churches erected and crowded by 
eager worshippers ; a new life pulsated through the com- 
munity ; " old things passed away, and all things became 
new." And now we see that large and beautiful island 
under the influence of a power which is raising and 
purifying her people, and leading them on to a glorious 
destiny. 

Witnesses present themselves from all lands. The Bible 
has told Africa of the Great Deliverer, and made many of 
her people free. It has entered China, and already its 
influence is felt in many parts of the Celestial Empire, In 
India it has assailed systems hoary with antiquity, summon- 
ing them to resign their despotic sway, and already some of 
them are preparing to obey. Burmah has felt its power, 
and Ceylon has beheld its light. It has opened up Japan 
to commerce, and has already changed some of her oldest 
institutions. Its voice is heard on the banks of the 
Bosphorus, and is making the crescent pale before the cross ; 
and its echoes are heard among the mountains of Koor- 
distan proclaiming peace through the only Saviour. In the 
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north, amidst eternal snows, and in the south, beneath a 
burning sun, it has obtained triumphs. Like the waters 
which Ezekiel saw issuing from the temple, at first a tiny rill, 
it has increased into a mighty river ; and, flowing along the 
deserts of this world, has clothed them with verdure and 
beauty ; and rushing into the Dead sea of humanity it has 
healed its waters, and peopled them with life. The wilder- 
ness and the solitary place have become glad, and the desert 
has blossomed as the rose. 

Even sceptics themselves have, in their lucid moments, 
borne testimony to its worth. The words of Theodore 
Parker are as beautiful as they are true. He writes : — " This 
Book has taken such a hold on the world as no other has. 
The literature of Greece, which goes up like incense from 
that land of temples and heroic deeds, has not half the 
influence of this Book from a nation alike despised in 
ancient and modern times. It is read of a Sabbath in all 
the ten thousand pulpits of our land. In all the temples of 
Christendom is its voice lifted up week by week. The sun 
never sets on its gleaming page. It goes equally to the 
cottage of the plain man and the palace of the king. It is 
woven into the literature of the scholar and colours the talk 
of the street. The barque of the merchant cannot sail the 
sea without it , no ship of war can go to the conflict, but the 
Bible is there. It enters men's closets ; mingles in all the 
grief and cheerfulness of life. The affianced maiden prays 
God in Scripture for strength in her new duties. Men are 
married in Scripture. The Bible attends them in their 
sickness. When the fever of the world is on them, the 
acking head finds a softer pillow when the Bible is under- 
neath. The mariner, escaping from shipwreck, clutches this 
first of his treasures, and keeps it sacred to God. It goes 
with the pedlar in his crowded pack ; cheers him at even- 
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tide when he sits down dusty and fatigued ; brightens the 
freshness of his morning face. It blesses us when we are 
born ; gives names to half of Christendom ; rejoices with us ; 
has sympathy for our mourning ; tempers our grief to finer 
issues. It is the better part of our sermons. It lifts man 
above himself. Our best of uttered prayers are in its storied 
speech, wherewith our fathers and the patriarchs prayed. 
The timid man, about awaking from this dream of life, 
looks through the glass of Scripture, and his eyes grow 
bright ; he does not fear to stand alone, to tread the way 
unknown and distant, to take the death-angel by the hand, 
and bid farewell to wife, and babes, and friends." 

What has the Bible effected in the family ? 

The family is the most important institution in our world. 
It is the nursery in which are brought to maturity plants of 
evil, or trees of righteousness; the fountain from which 
issue forth streams of purity to freshen and gladden the 
world, or of sin to blast and ruin society. Here the men 
and women of the future are made, and the character they 
receive in the family they carry forth into the world to bless 
or curse posterity. The vast forces of good and evil which 
are at work in the community receive their first impulses in 
the family. It is the world in miniature, governed by laws 
which run as lines of light along the path of glory, or as evil 
forces rushing into the blackness of darkness. If peace and 
purity dwell there, holy influences will go forth from this 
centre to bless and gladden generations yet unborn ; if it is 
the abode of sin, it will be a centre of evil influences spread- 
ing around, transmitting desolation and woe. Make our 
homes pure, peaceful, and happy, and society will be 
purified and blest. 
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Were we to draw a picture of a happy home, we would 
represent love as the central figure, with a golden chain 
binding husband and wife, parent and child, brother and 
sister together in true affection. Sympathy would now smile 
in gladness over a happy circle, or mingle her tears with the 
sad and sorrowful. Meekness and gentleness — twin sisters 
— ^with calm and radiant face and tender voice would spread 
their influence over all, hushing into everlasting silence the 
harsh sounds of anger and unkindness. Benevolence would 
stretch forth her hands unselfishly to share with others every 
blessing, and assuage their sorrow. Authority would rule 
in love, and obedience listen attentively to her commands, 
and cheerfully obey. Purity would move about like an 
angel clothed in celestial garments white and clean. 
Industry would willingly work. Order would arrange. 
Temperance would sit and smile with the freshness of youth 
and the bloom of health ; and at morn, at noon, and at eve, 
the voice of joy and gladness would rise and swell in holy 
cadences. Any book which could produce such a state of 
things in Qur homes would be an unspeakable blessing. 
Has the Bible done so ? That it has, thousands of homes 
in our country bear testimony. The nearer our homes 
have come to the teaching of the Bible, the more pure, and 
peaceful, and happy have they been ; and the farther they 
have deviated from its teaching, the more ! miserable have 
they become. A child who conforms his life to this Book 
must be a blessing and a comfort to his parents ; but he 
who lives contrary to its precepts must fill them with shame 
and sadness. Facts innumerable attest the truth of this 
position as incontrovertible and unassailable. 

In prosperity it has made wealth a blessing, and in adver- 
sity given courage and perseverance' in the path of truth 
and righteousness. When sickness invades the dwelling. 
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and some loved one is laid low, it turns every member of 
the family into a ministering angel ; loving eyes beam like 
sunshine in the darkened chamber, loving hands soften the 
pillow, ministering help and comfort, and loving hearts 
gush forth in tender sympathy. It comes with its Divine 
consolations to the sufferer, softening his pains and filling 
his soul with sweet peace ; and when the cold hand of death 
chills the blood, and the heart is still, and, at last, when a 
sorrowful group bends over the cold and lifeless clay, the 
Bible is there with its holy consolations, pointing to a world 
of light and immortality into which the departed one has 
entered ; and saying to the mourners at the grave : " I 
would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope ; for if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with Him." It speaks of a Divine husband to the 
lonely widow, and to the desolate orphan of a loving, ever- 
lasting Father. Amidst the tears and farewells of earth its 
voice is heard, calm and consolatory, speaking of the home 
beyond ; the " house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." Can infidelity give us anything like this ? If it 
give any wise counsel, or righteous rule for domestic life, 
we know it has borrowed it from the Bible ; for assuredly 
there can be no right precept, no sound rule of life that is 
not found here. 

If men want to rob us of our Bible, let them at least 
show something better, some book that will produce a purer 
morality, give us wiser counsel, and communicate to us in 
the hour of sickness and death sweeter and better consola- 
tion. Alas ! all they can do is to leave us without God, or 
comfort, or hope. Their remedies cannot give this pleasure 
or this hope for the future I Let us thank God for this 
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blessed Book, and teach it to our children. Let us have it 
as a lamp to give us light; as our friend and counsellor 
along the journey of life. In committing ourselves to its 
guidance we are making no mere experiment. We have 
lived in childhood and youth under its blessed influence. 
It has brooded over our infancy with wings of love. It has 
guided us safely along the perilous and giddy paths of 
youth. It has girded and armed us to '* fight the good fight 
of faith." In the dark days of adversity it filled us with 
hope, and in affliction soothed us with holy consolation. 
When dying parents gave us their bendiction, with faltering 
voice, as angels bore them away to the regions of bliss, 
they waved their hands, and bade us follow; whilst lin- 
gering still behind them, fringing the shadows of time 
with a sheen of glory, is the example of a holy life. Will 
men command us to give up this precious treasure ? Will 
they rob us of this glorious heritage ? We indignantly reply, 
** Jesus we know, and Paul we know, but who are ye ? " 

What has the Bible effected in individuals ? 

We live in a practical age, in which theories are tested, 
not by what is said about them, but by what they effect. 
A medicine may be presented to the public by some very 
euphonious and striking title ; it may be eulogised in the 
most glowing language; great names may vouch for its 
efficacy, still the main question, after all, that plain men 
will ask is, " does it cure ? " One living witness of its 
effectiveness is worth a thousand eulogies ; and just in pro- 
portion to the number of cures effected, will it secure the 
confidence of the public. 

It is this argument we apply to every system which pro- 
poses to mitigate or cure the moral diseases of humanity. 
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The question we must ask is, what have they really efifected 
in bettering the condition of men? If they have done 
nothing, we can have no confidence in them. They may 
be advocated by very learned and able men, and presented 
in brilliant and captivating language ; but if they have no 
power to sanctify and bless, we cannot receive them. It is 
•quite possible to please the fancy, and astonish the ima- 
gination by learned or strange theories, and at the same 
time leave the heart untouched and the character un- 
changed. It is a fact that the most brilliant and eloquent 
writings of infidelity lack adaptation to man's moral and 
spiritual nature. They never reach the seat of his disease, 
and they cannot possibly effect a cure. 

Let us suppose a city stricken with the plague; many 
have abready died, and multitudes are dying. A number of 
•clever pyrotechnics assemble to display their art. They 
commence after the most elaborate preparations : — See how 
those rockets shoot up with a hissing sound into the air, till 
they appear as brilliant specks against the sky, and then 
explode, falling in a shower of stars reflecting all the 
colours of the rainbow. Crowds admire the display ; how 
brilliant ! how splendid ! how beautiful ! exclaim the 
wondering spectators; but not one pain is assuaged; 
not one of the dying is rescued from the grave. There 
is no relation between such a display and the malady which 
rages in that city. What would we say to these artists 
if they should begin to rail at the physicians who are yonder 
toiling to give relief to the stricken multitude ? Would we 
not say, if we could speak so calmly : Gentlemen, your dis- 
play may be very good in its own way, but surely you do 
not mean that your fireworks will heal these sufiferers ; surely 
you do not mean to mock them by these foolish demonstra- 
tions ; at least you should let those alone who are giving 
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relief to suffering humanity. The application is easy. 
Here are multitudes of souls diseased and afflicted with sin.; 
guilt gnaws at their vitals, passion rages within their bosoms, 
impurity covers them like a leprosy ; restless and weary they 
cry out, " who will show us any good? " A number of these 
wise men surround them and deliver brilliant orations ; start 
curious and unheard of theories ; write learned and eloquent 
books ; like rockets, their utterances shoot up far above us, 
then, exploding with a great noise, fall like a brilliant shower 
of stars to the earth from whence they came ; but no heart is 
relieved of its burden, no conscience cleansed from its guilt, 
no nature washed from its defilement. The reason is plain ; 
their theories have no more adaptation to man's moral wants 
than pyrotechnics have to physical disease ; they have no 
balm for the wounded conscience, no rest for the weary 
spirit, no freedom for the slave of sin, no cleansing for the 
polluted, no power to raise the fallen, no deliverance from 
the tyranny of lust, no salvation from the miseries of hell I 
As well might they attempt to thaw an Alpine glacier with 
the heat of a taper, or turn back the flow of the Euphrates 
with a straw. No man ever yet has been made peaceful, 
and pure, and happy by infidelity. If it could point to men 
whom it has reclaimed from vice and sin, and made pure and 
happy, it might with some show of reason obtrude itself into 
our midst; but we look in vain even for one solitary 
witness to its efficacy. We will not withhold our meed 
of praise from the genius of its advocates. We will not 
impugn their motives; but we must ask what blessings 
have they conferred on humanity? what souls have they 
saved? what good have they wrought on the earth ? and if 
they fail to satisfy us here, we beg to decline giving our- 
selves up to their teaching. They may sneer at Christianity, 
and call it antiquated : may talk of its improbabilities and 
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discrepancies ; or they may tell us it is all, or partly, fiction 
or falsehood, if they please ; but we can reply once for all, 
and say : look here, this despised religion, which you call a 
fiction, has proved itself a blessed reality : it has made men 
peaceful, and happy, and useful ; what have you done for 
the world? where are the men you have reclaimed, the 
characters you have reformed, the homes you have glad- 
dened with the light of love and the song of happiness ? 
where are the moral transfcmnations you have wrought ? With 
your sophistries I have nothing to do ; these have been 
sufficiently exposed and answered by men more competent ; 
I keep to this plain and practical point, and urge it with all 
earnestness — ^what practical result can you show ? If Christ 
gives peace to my weary conscience, and rest to my soul; if He 
has delivered me from moral slavery and made me free ; if He 
has turned my feet from ways of sin and shame, and made me 
walk in the paths of purity and happiness ; if He has done 
for me what your systems could never effect, then what 
right have you to ask me to give up His gospel until I can 
find a better? I am certain that now I have the best of it, 
and as Jesus is my only hope for iht future^ I will cleave to 
Him. 

Society is composed of individuals, each of which has 
an experience, a character, and a history. We look at 
men around us, we hear them speak to us, we see their 
deportment, we judge of their character by their every-day 
life. Some we know are depraved and wicked, and not 
only miserable themselves, but making others miserable. 
We see not a few who were once degraded by sin, but a 
wonderfiil change for the better has passed upon them, so 
real and remarkable that it is manifest to all. What has 
effected this change? We reply, the glorious gospel of 
Jesus Christ That man who is so transformed, heard its 
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denunciations of sin, and its revelation of the love of God 
in Christ Jesus ; he was convinced of the evil of his ways ; 
be trusted in Christ, obtained peace, and became a new 
man ; and from thenceforth he has walked in newness of lifle. 
A new world of ideas, and motives, and privileges has been 
opened up to him, and he rejoices in light and liberty. 
Follow the history of that man — the Bible is now his 
companion and friend ; from it he takes his ideas of God, 
and Christ, and duty, and by its holy inspirations he is 
encouraged to persevere in the paths of righteousness. 
What evil is he saved from ? what good does he enjoy ? 
He **walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of 
the scornful." He is no longer a companion of fools, 
but of those who fear God. He is saved; has entered 
a new world, and set out in a new path: the present 
is peaceful and joyous, the future hopeful and glorious^ 
In sorrow the Bible is his solace ; in perplexity, his guide ; 
in duty and conflict, his strength ; in keeping its command- 
ments his character is safe from shipwreck ; and " his path 
is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day." If spared to old age, when the shadows are 
lengthening, and the day closing, the light of the celestial 
city falls upon his spirit and fills him with joy, while voices 
from the company of the redeemed invite him to " come up 
hither ; " and when his eyes are closing in death, and his 
heart about to be still, he can cry out, " thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Surely a book which can effect all this must be a blessing ! 
Thus we have seen that it has made our world better and 
happier \ has sanctified and blessed our homes ; and been 
an unspeakable comfort to every individual, man and 
woman, who has received it and lived according to its 
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precepts. '^Blessed is the people who know the joyful 
sound, they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of Thy counte- 
nance. In Thy name shall they rejoice all the day, and in 
Thy righteousness shall they be exalted." " The law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the soul : the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart ; the commandment of 
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the 
Lord is clean, enduring for ever : the judgments of the 
Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired 
are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold ; sweeter also 
than honey, and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is 
Thy servant warned : and in keeping of them there is great 
reward.*' 
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Chapter 'V. 

DOES THE BIBLE PROMOTE HUMAN 
PROGRESS? 



THERE are some things considered as evidences of 
progress, which, when honestly examined, have no 
claim to the distinction. We shall name a few of the most 
prominent : — the accumulation of wealthy for instance, is not 
true progress. Not that we despise wealth : it commands 
respect, procures many comforts, enables its possessors to 
have access to books and other means of improvement, and, 
if rightly used, affords them opportunities of usefulness 
which they could not have without it ; but of itself it is no 
evidence of progressiveness. Some of the most wealthy 
have been amongst the most depraved. Nations which 
have accumulated and trusted in wealth have become vile 
often in proportion as their riches increased. Sensual in- 
dulgences, effeminate habits, and licentious practices 
prevailed, until they finally perished under the weight of 
their iniquities. Nor is intellectual greatness true progress. 
Some men of the most towering genius have been most 
remarkable for their immorality. Sallust was a plunderer. 
Clarendon was an oppressor and a bigot. Bacon was 
mean and vile, as a man, as he was great as a philosopher. 
Byron, with his splendid imagination, was a miserable 
libertine. Shelly, with his exquisite creative fancy, was an 
unhappy wanderer. Mirabeau, with his thundering 
•eloquence, was the slave of imgovemable passions. Marat, 
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with his acuteness and learning, was a bloody wretch. Men 
of eminent learning and magnificent talent have hoarded 
with the most degraded in society, and been the 
slaves of the vilest lust; thus showing that intellectual 
attainments alone cannot promote true progress. The 
inteUectual powers may grow and flourish when tlie heart 
is dead, just as flowers may bloom over the loathsomeness 
of the grave. Nor does true progress consist in the cultiva- 
tion of the fine arts. Painting, and sculpture, and music 
may flourish where human nature is dwarfed and corrupted. 
A lover of the flne arts enters a gallery of painting and 
statuary in Rome: the walls are covered with pictures — 
the works of the world's greatest painters ; around him are 
statues, the works of the world's greatest sculptors ; life-like 
forms seem to gaze upon him, and speak to Mm. The 
dull canvas and the cold marble seem all aglow with life. 
Passion rages; benignity smiles; beauty sparkles; child- 
hood reposes; majesty awes ; warriors contend for victory; 
and the shepherd leads his flock. Humanity, in all its 
forms, attitudes, and passions, surrounds him. He is full of 
wonder and delight as he looks on these extraordinary 
creations of human genius. Surely, he exclaims, this city 
must be the focus of light, the centre of dvilisatioB, the 
abode of happiness ! Full of these thoughts and feelings, 
he tears himself away from the place, and goes forth to visit 
some sacred fane. Standing before it he admires its grand 
dimensions; its lofty dome, its massive walls, and its 
beautiful proportions, all impress him with awe. At length, 
with uncovered head and reverent mien, he enters. The 
•*dim reUgious light" impresses. Around him are worshippers, 
some prostrate on the floor, and others with clasped hands 
and upturned eyes gazing on a madonna or a crucifix. 
The soft tones of music, like angels' whispers, steal 
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aloDg the aisles, around the walls, through the whole 
building, breaking, in gentle murmurs, like a calm even- 
ing sea upon the pebbly shore. Stilled and awed he 
listens: the delicious sound increases; wave after wave 
of harmony rushes along until it crashes and peals like 
thunder. Robed priests and surpliced choristers blend 
their voices in litany or jubilate; clouds of incense fill the 
place. Agitated with a tumult of religious feeling, and 
borne aloft on the rapturous wave, he exclaims, ''happy 
people, who can worship in such a temple and listen to such 
holy strains! Surely here humanity must be exalted, 
glorified ! I shall go forth and meet these crowds in the 
street, visit their homes, and share their happiness. I shall 
be instructed by their wisdom, and purified and elevated by 
their society." Alas I his dream is rudely dissipated. Instead 
of intelligence and purity, he meets ignorance and crime ; 
for happiness and joy, he finds wretchedness and woe; 
where he expected refinement, he sees barbarism; and 
instead of robust manhood, he beholds children pleased 
with splendid toys and gaudy pictures. Such was Rome 
in the days when the world admired her paintings and 
statuary, her churches and music; thus showing that the 
finest productions of art may co-exist with the lowest state 
of intelligence and morality. 

Supremacy of power is not true progress. Empires which 
have crushed beneath their feet the nations of the earth 
have themselves been brutal and degraded. They have 
slain multitudes, and compelled kings, and nobles, and 
peoples to crawl to their feet begging for mercy ; but they 
themselves have been slaves to the vilest lusts and propen- 
sities. Babylon extended her conquests, but retained her 
sins. Macedon, under Alexander, conquered the known 
world, but sunk in the mire of iniquity. Rome obtained 
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her victories until she had absolute sway over the nations, 
but was herself conquered and destroyed by her crimes. 
These empires, before which the world once trembled, have 
all perished, leaving no trace behind them but the dark 
shadow of their cruelty and their wrongs. At best they 
were huge machines put in motion to crush and destroy men ; 
robbers that spoiled and pillaged the world ; monsters with 
glaring eyes and open jaws devouring humanity. They 
stand out in history as the most melancholy examples of 
human depravity. Their only requiem should be the 
concentrated curse of the nations which they have wasted, 
and the hearts they have torn with unutterable anguish; 
and their monument a pyramid of human skulls towering 
up to heaven ! 

Any or all of these put together are not true progress. 
They have all been weighed and found wanting ; they have 
been tried in every age and in every variety of circum- 
stances, but have failed. Riches have been piled up like 
mountains. Philosophy has delivered its wisest canons. 
Poetry sung its sweetest numbers. Music poured forth its 
richest strains. Oratory tried its magic power : now moving 
multitudes to tears, and now rousing them into the fury of 
passion. Architecture reared its most gorgeous temples and 
its stateliest palaces. Art presented her most beautiful crea- 
tions. But humanity has lain prostrate, degraded, and 
hopeless. Thus showing that human progress neither con- 
sists in, nor is produced by, any of these things. The true 
progress of a nation must consist in the progress of the in- 
dividuals composing it. All great reforms have commenced 
in some solitary mind ; there the great thought has grown 
in strength and power until it influenced other minds and 
put them in motion, and thus in ever widening circles it 
has become predominant over the whole community. 
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Every individual mind influenced by that thought became 
an additional power in the movement, and it advanced with 
accumulating force, subjecting everything to its sway. It 
was so in the Reformation, in the movement for the aboli- 
tion of slavery, and, in fact, in all the great moral reforms 
recorded in history. 

Now if we can find out what is the true progress of a 
single man, let that be extended over the community, and 
we shall have found out that in which the progress of a 
community or a nation consists ; and if we can find out any 
power which can raise a single individual, when rightly 
applied, we have found out a power which can raise the 
community, the nation, the world. 

Let it be observed that human progress must consist in 
the upward growth and development of true manhood. It 
is not something added to our nature, but its upgrowing and 
development by the power of a Divine life. This life appro- 
priates all that is necessary for human advancement. Under 
its action the understanding receives and appropriates truth. 
The heart is filled and expanded with benevolence. The 
will is on the side of right. The emotions and passions are 
under control. The desires and aspirations go out after the 
good and the true. The conscience looks up to God, and 
is amenable to His law. The character becomes pure and 
blameless. The taste refined and exalted. The life full of 
energy and usefulness. " Whatsoever things are true — what- 
soever things are honest — whatsoever things are just — what- 
soever things are pure — ^whatsoever things are lovely — what- 
soever things are of good report j if there be any virtue, and 
if there be any praise." It thinks on these things, it " adds 
to faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge 
temperance, and to temperance patience, and to patience 
godliness, and to godliness brotherly kindness, and to 
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brotherly kindness charity." This is the true idea of a pro- 
gressive life. Whether we believe in the Bible or not, such 
a character is most desirable, and the truest development of 
real manhood. Conceive a nation composed of such men, 
and what could arrest its progress? There education 
would advance with ceaseless strides: and the young be 
trained up in purity, knowledge, temperance, and useful- 
ness. Industry would till the ground, and make it pro- 
ductive; work our factories and turn out our finest 
fabrics; make our workshops ring with the music of 
useful toil ; fill our warehouses with goods, and have them 
managed by men of intelligence and honesty ; crowd our 
harbours with shipping, and our wharves with merchandise. 
Art would lessen human toil and increase social happiness. 
Learning would reveal her richest stores for the public good. 
Eloquence would plead the cause of the oppressed and down- 
trodden. Law would be a terror to evildoers, and a praise 
to them that do well. Benevolence would walk among men^ 
her eyes beaming with love, and her hands stretched out to 
bless. Feuds and strifes would cease, and the people be 
united and harmonious. Based on the everlasting principles 
of truth and righteousness, the nation would stand unmoved 
amidst the commotions and changes of the world, like a 
rock in the midst of the ocean. Extend this picture over 
our globe, and you have what we desire it to be — ^what 
we believe it ought to be, and what every man who 
believes his Bible expects it yet shall be, when righteous- 
ness shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 
Any book, any power which can produce such a state of 
things, ought to be hailed and received with devout 
thankfulness; and instead of exerting our ingenuity to 
search for objections against it, we should rejoice that God 
has given us such a treasure. 
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Does the Bible promote such progress 9 

That it has is as certain as any other fact of history. It 
has taken hold of men in the lowest state of ignorance and 
crime, and enlightened and purified them, making them 
intelligent and useful members of society. It has entered 
families full of wretchedness and sin, blessing and filling 
them with peace and happiness. It has lifted up communi- 
ties from gross immorality and degradation, starting them 
out on the road of progress. It has in every instance, when 
received, bettered the condition of men. It furnishes all 
that is necessary for this desirable end. 

// imparts to man a new life. 

Believing in that Saviour which it reveals, men are raised 
from a death of sin to a life of righteousness ; a new nature 
is imparted, and new impulses move the soul ; the afifections 
are purified ; the will is turned to choose what is good and 
right ; the intellectual powers are stimulated and influenced 
by truth \ the whole current of the life is changed, and the 
man becomes a new creature — old things pass away, and 
behold all things become new. Whilst the true and 
necessary development of this Hfe is in knowledge, 
righteousness, and true holiness, it is never confined within 
the narrow limits of dogma, nor cut and shaped after the 
fashion of a sect. Now it smiles in the bloom and beauty 
"of the flower, or stands in the strength and stateliness of the 
oak ; rises straight and tall toward heaven, or spreads its 
branches like the olive tree. The beauty of the vegetable 
world is made up .of variety. Make every tree the same 
size and shape, and give to every flower the same hue ; let 
all life wear the same uniform, and you rob the world of 
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more than half its beauty. There is, it is trae, the same life, 
but great variety in its development. And so it is in the 
spiritual kingdom. The same belief in God, the same faith 
in Christ, the same love for holiness, the same heaven- 
begotten principles are there, but there is a glorious variety 
in the surroundings. In one there is the love of the 
beautiful, in another of the substantial; one loves the 
stately rule of prelatic authority, another the orderly action 
of presbyterial government, another the organized energy 
of the methodist conference, another the unfettered 
individuality of Congregationalism j but in them all 
the same divine life pulsates, and the same love 
rules. " There are diversities of gifts, but the same 
Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but 
the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, 
but it is the same God which worketh all in all." This 
Divine life has raised nations from a state of death. When 
the missionary for the first time, with the Bible in his hand, 
stands in the midst of a heathen people, he finds in them a 
true picture of that valley which Ezekiel saw covered with 
dry bones, very many, and very dry. In obedience to the 
Divine command he lifts up his voice and cries, " O, dry 
bones, hear the Word of the Lord." There is first a shaking 
among the dry bones, then there is organisation; bone 
comes to bone, and sinew to sinew ; and then the breath 
of God comes upon them, and they stand up a great army 
prepared for duty and action ! Again and again has this been 
realised. Christ is the life as well as the light of the world. 

The Bible presents to man themes calailated to elevate and 
enlarge the mind. 

How grand and glorious are its conceptions of God ! 
^* Glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders.'* 
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So great, that heaven, even the heaven of heavens, cannot 
contain Him; so glorious, that the brightest radiance of the 
sun is but the shadow of His face ; so holy, that the " heavens 
are not clean in His sight ; " so wise, that He knows all things > 
so rich in goodness that the poorest may trust in Him, and 
be enriched by His bounty. The conception of, and belief 
in, such a Being is calculated to enlarge the mind and raise 
the man. 

How wonderful its representations of His providence ! 
Guiding the vast revolutions of planets \ upholding millions 
of worlds ; superintending the concerns of the universe ;. 
filling heaven with glory and earth with goodness ; directing 
celestial messengers ; noticing the falling of a sparrow to 
the ground ; and numbering the hairs of our heads. 

And then, in the history and work of redemption, there 
is much to quicken and enlarge the mind. The story of 
redemption is the most wonderful and beautiful ever heard 
in our world. It tells us of God thinking of us, caring for 
us, loving us, planning our deliverance from sin, and giving 
the means of our redemption. The life and character of 
the Son of God; His teaching and ministry; His poverty, 
suflfering, death, and His resurrection have a power to 
change and bless men which no other system ever possessed. 
Long ago Paul said, " I am ready to preach the Gospel to 
you that are at Rome also, for I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ ; for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth." He knew well what it had 
eflfected everywhere in the wide field of his Divine mission, 
and he could speak with confidence. We can speak with the 
same assurance, knowing what it has accomplished in our own 
land, and in every place where it has been proclaimed. 

At present in this country we have no just standard of 
comparison between believers in, and those who reject, the 
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Gospel. To an extent we cannot fully estimate^ it has 
indirectly influenced its most bitter enemies. We are sure 
that it has made morality honourable, and immorality detest- 
able: it has infused its language and thoughts into our 
literature : it has given to the very men who despise it all 
the best ideas they have of character and duty. We 
venture to say that in all their writings there cannot 
be found a single good thought that had not its 
origin in the Bible; or in their life a single good 
thing which is not found in its teaching. If they speak 
of truth, or honesty, or kindness, or brotherhood; of 
intellectual culture, or social reforms ; of anything, in fact, 
which can better the condition of humanity, all of them are 
found in this book. We are solely indebted to them for no 
good thought or principle. There is a very wide difference 
however, between the morality of those who are guided by 
the Bible, and those who reject it ; but that difference would 
be vastly greater, had its rejecters been beyond the reach of 
its influence. Contrast, for instance, the state of India with 
that of England ; or of China with that of America, and see 
what a contrast there is in everything that can constitute a 
nation's progress. For long centuries those nations have 
not advanced a single step ; nay, they have retrograded. 
We have evidence from many lands that in by-gone ages 
there had been a higher civilisation than there is now. 
Monuments of genius and skill are found, which show that 
past generations were far in advance of the present When 
they arrived at a certain point they stood still, and then 
retrogression commenced ; thus showing that true and con. 
tinuous progress is impossible if man is left to himself. The 
rejecters of revelation in our day, of course, claim to be 
exclusively the men of progress : they write eloquently 
about the capacities of the human mind, and its develop- 
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ment ; about social reform and political economy : they talk 
as if they were the only interpreters of nature : they claim 
a monoply of science, astronomy, philosophy, geology ; in 
fact, of everything in which the hutnan mind can be engaged, 
and tending to human progress. They forget, however, that 
Christian men had entered and explored these fields before 
they were bom. They have entered the cars when the 
train was in motion, making use of the machinery and 
the steam without acknowledging their indebtedness. 
Were it not so serious a matter, it would be amusing 
to witness their self-complacency. They talk grandly of 
their advanced knowledge, and speak pityingly of the poor 
simpletons who read and study the Bible. They have 
grown from the littleness of childhood, and are now men. 
In them all wisdom concentrates, and with them it dies. 
They need no external revelation; they have it within 
them. The " spiritual insight " which every man possesses 
is an INFALLIBLE GUIDE. " Look within," say they, " and 
you will find the true inspiration." 

But before we give up the Old Book, and fully commit 
ourselves to this *' spiritual insight," we would like to know 
something more about it. Has it, after all, infallibly led 
men in the right way? We know what the Bible has 
done. We know the men it has made, and the influence 
it has had in society. Surely it is reasonable we should 
ask — aye, and demand an answer — ^What has this ** infallible 
guide " done for the world ? Of the genius of such men 
as Newman, and Parker, and Carlyle, and many others of 
their school, we have no doubt ; but they will excuse us if 
we refuse to take this matter on trust. There are some 
very suspicious things meeting us at the outstart : for 
instance, how has it come to pass that there is such a 
strange difference in men who are exclusively in the hands 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



72 Does the Bible 

of this ** infallible guide ? " How is it that they have gone 
so far astray? This "spiritual insight" is no new thing in 
the world. It has been tried for six thousand years, and 
we are at no loss to know what it has effected. It will 
be no harm just to take a glance at those nations which 
have been blessed with its light, without interference from 
the Old Book. It has made fire-worshippers in Persia; 
it has produced Brahminism and Buddhism in India, 
Confucianism in China, Mahommedanism in Arabia. 
They had this " spiritual insight " in Egypt when the 
people paid Divine honour to rivers and reptiles, four- 
footed beasts and creeping things. They had it in Rome 
when they adopted the idols of conquered nations, and 
crowded them into their Capitol. They had it in those 
places where licentiousness and prostitution were a part of 
their worship. Cannibals had it when they besmeared their 
hands in human blood, and feasted on human flesh. It was 
possessed for ages by tribes who are now become so sunk in 
all that distinguishes humanity, that they have lost every 
conception of God, and live like the beasts that perish. 
The whole heathen world has had it for thousands and 
thousands of years, and what has it made them ? We 
leave those who would set up this *' spiritual insight " above 
the Bible to answer. If facts prove anything, they demon- 
strate that men without the Bible never have made progress^ 
and never can. And just as certainly do facts prove that 
wherever the teachings of the Bible have prevailed men 
have made progress. All that distinguishes the people of 
England from those of other lands in enlightenment and 
progress has been produced by the Bible. The very educa- 
tion and refinement of the most eloquent and able opponents 
of Christianity they owe to its influence. Did they not 
receive their education in schools and colleges founded by 
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Christian men? Have they not been trained to think and 
speak by men who honoured the Bible ? If they have any 
correct ideas of right and wrong, of good and evil, have they 
not received them from the Scriptures ? If not, whence did 
they come ? Most of the grand progressive movements in 
our country have been inaugurated and advanced by the 
friends of this Book. These have written our richest history, 
our truest philosophy, our sublimest poetry, our purest 
morals. In every department of science they have been in 
the van. They have unsealed the stores of ancient 
literature, and made them the property of the nation. 
They have improved our laws, extended our commerce, 
battled for our liberties, refined our manners, and have 
lived and laboured for our nation's weal. They have 
guided the thought, preserved the honour, and advanced 
the best interests of the people. They represent the 
honesty and truthfulness, the purity and progressiveness of 
the country. 

The Bible has been the very life of the nation ; and as 
long as she loves and honours it she cannot perish, and will 
not retrograde. But woe ! woe to our land ! if ever this 
blessed Book be rejected, its light quenched, its voice 
silenced. Then, indeed, will the sun of her glory set in 
midnight darkness. In the midst of that darkness infidelity 
may hold up its flickering taper, but it will only reveal in 
dim outline the horror of the scene. It may lift its 
melancholy voice, but it will only be the cry of a maniac 
among the tombs I 
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Chapter VI. 
THE CHRIST OF THE BIBLE. 



THE Bible is full of Christ He is the prominent 
figure in its history, the grandest theme of its 
prophecy. Its doctrines emanate from Him, as rays of light 
from the sun; its morality receives its beauty and authority 
from His teaching and example. The world is full of Him. 
He is the most conspicuous of all its historical characters. 
Among its greatest philosophers, poets, and orators, none ever 
attracted so much attention, or excited so much hatred or 
admiration. His greatness is not only attested by the reve- 
rence and love of His friends, but by the malign 
hatred of his enemies. Earth's greatest monarchs before 
Him have bowed in reverence, or trembled in fear. The 
greatest minds in the world have exerted all their power to 
crush Him, or have consecrated the greatest efforts of 
their genius and learning to exalt Him and show forth His 
praise. His claims are unique. He presents Himself to 
men as the Son of God ; as one with the Father ; whose cha- 
racter and will He reveals ; as the Saviour of the lost ; as the 
Son of Man and the friend of sinners ; as having all power 
in heaven and on earth ; as the Judge of the quick and the 
dead; and as a King whose rule is to be universal, and 
whose kingdom is to endure for ever. The history of His 
life, written by the four Evangelists, is full of remarkable 
transactions, many of them miraculous in their nature. 
The tragic story of His death, in its simple details, is strange 
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and awful; and that of His resurrection and ascension to 
heaven the most wonderful ever written. Now all this is 
either truth or falsehood, fiction or history. If true> 
then the Bible is triumphantly vindicated; if false, the 
beautiful fabric of Inspiration vanishes like a magnificent 
vision. Around the person of Jesus of Nazareth the battle 
between the friends and foes of the Bible rages, and here 
must it be decided. Somehow the Christ of the Bible has 
excited more thought, and called forth more earnest atten- 
tion, than any other person that ever appeared in our 
world. Before Him millions bow, with reverent head and 
loving heart, exclaiming, " Thou art the Christ !" Around 
Him stand a great multitude, gazing with inquiring wonder^ 
and asking, ^' Art thou He that should come, or do we look 
for another?" while in the background a numerous host, 
with darkened brow and angry look, repeat the old cry, 
" Away with Him ! away with Him ! Crucify Him 1 crucify 
Him!" 

It is important that we should know what the Bible 
teaches regarding this wonderful personage. Whence did 
He come ? What are His credentials and claims ? What is 
His character ? What is His work ? 

The Christ of the Bible had a previous history. 

In this He differs from all historical persons : their history 
begins with their birth ; the time and place of their nativity 
are recorded ; and from these we trace the stream of their 
existence, until it is lost at the close of their earthly career. 
We never dream of a history prior to birth. But here is a 
person who, when He appears in human form, is represented, 
not as beginning to be, but as issuing from the past eterni^; 
now taking a certain position, and assuming a human form« 

G— 2 
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to accomplish a great and wonderful work. He tells us 
Himself that He came down from heaven, and that He had 
lived before the prophets or patriarchs. " Before Abraham 
Was, I am," are His own emphatic words. In the Old 
Testament we meet a mysterious personage, appearing at 
sundry times and under various circumstances^ having a 
peculiar interest in the concerns of the church, and, by His 
intervention, guiding her in perplexity, helping her in diffi- 
culty, and shielding her in danger. To Daniel He appeared 
as a " MAN clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with 
fine gold of Uphaz : His body also was like the beryl, and 
His face as the appearance of lightning." With the three 
Hebrew children in the furnace He appeared as the Son of 
God, walking with them in the midst of the fire. When 
Isaiah *' beheld His glory," he saw Him "sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple/^ 
To Joshua He appeared as the " Captain of the Lord's 
host." He accompanied Moses and Israel in that mysterious 
pillar of doud and fire, guiding and protecting them along 
their strange and perilous journey. To Jacob as a man 
wrestling until the breaking of the day. Thus we trace back 
His history to remote time. His delights were with the sons of 
men; with the Church in all her conflicts, zxAin her, giving 
efifect to all her ordinances and institutions. He was in 
the tabernacle and temple, filling them with glory; in the 
priests and sacrifices, giving them meaning and efficacy; in 
the whole Church He was the central light, making her 
path luminous. Nor is this all. Paul tell us that "All 
things were created by Him, and for Him : He is before all 
things, and by Him all things consist." In a word, the 
Bible represents Christ as with the Father from eternity,. 
His equal in perfection, and power, and glory; and as 
coming into this world for the redemption and salvation c^ 
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men; ''who being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God ; but made Himself of no 
reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men: and being found in 
fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." He was 
God ^'manifest in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of 
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into glory." This must be a wonderful 
truth, or a tremendous fiction. To sustain such claims as 
are represented to us here, there ought to be satisfactory 
evidence given, by God Himself, that they are not only 
reasonable but real; and such we undoubtedly have, 
hence : — 

The Christ of the Bible was the subject of prophecy. 

It has been said that prophecy is history written before- 
hand. It will not be disputed that it is beyond the 
capacity of man to foretell events; they can only be 
revealed by a mind which can take in at a glance the 
future as well as the present. Omniscience alone can do 
this. Hence the importance of the two following ques- 
tions : — Did men hundreds of years before the advent of 
Christ utter prophecies regarding Him? and were these 
prophecies fulfilled? To make the simplest reader under- 
stand our position, we wiU suppose a case. A man in a 
certain year writes in a book, that at some future time a 
personage will appear in our world; he tells the place of 
his birth ; describes the position he is to occupy in society ; 
delineates his character, and makes special reference to his 
work ; he tells you of the manner of his death ; and, not 
content with general description, he enters into detail, and 
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notes little circumstances which are to happen, so that, if 
^ny of these were to fail, his utterances would be falsified. 
He professes to be inspired by God in making these dis* 
closures. The book is printed, and kept, and read by the 
people. Everyone is looking for this coming person. At 
last a child is born in the very spot indicated, and at the 
time foretold; his future character and work agree in every 
particular with the prophecy ; even the little incidents are 
all fulfilled to the letter, not an item is omitted. What would 
be the conclusion drawn ? Why, what other than this, that 
the man who wrote that prophecy was inspired. This is 
precisely the case before us. Here is a book in which are 
numerous prophecies regarding one who was to appear in 
this world, written hundreds of years before he made his 
appearance. There can be no doubt of this. The writings 
of the prophets were surely in existence when Christ was 
fulfilling His ministry; for He appealed to them on all 
occasions. They were read every Sabbath day by the 
devout Jews in their synagogues ; and were believed in as 
the Word of God. It is also certain that the Septuagint 
was in existence for two hundred and eighty-five years before 
Christ, and the original Scriptures from which this translation 
was made must have been written before then ; it is not at all 
necessary we should know how long. Here, at all events, 
is a book existing, at least, two hundred and eighty-five 
years before Christ, having on its pages a number of pro- 
phetic utterances regarding One who was to appear in our 
world to save men. They were, moreover, regarded as 
prophecies referring to the Messiah, and so strongly had 
they impressed men, that at the time of Christ's Advent He 
was looked for, with pious and earnest expectation, by 
devout Jews, and even by heathen sages. Let us now look 
at some of these prophecies and their fulfilment. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Of the Bible. 79 

The time of His birtk wets foretold. 

Thus we read in Genesis xlix. 10 : — " The sceptre shall 
not depart from Jodah^ nor a lawgiver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh come; and unto Him shall the gathering 
of the people be." It is a matter of history, that, at the 
time Christ was bom, the last vestige of regal power had 
departed from Israel, and that the country was then 
governed by officials appointed by the Roman emperor. 

Theplcue of His birth was foretold. 

Thus in Micah v. 2 : — " But thou Beth-lehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
of thee shall He come forth unto Me that is to be Ruler in 
Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting." And was not Jesus bom in Bethlehem of 
Judea? In Matthew ii. i, we read — "Now, when Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem of Judah, in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, there came wise men from the East to Jem- 
salem, saying. Where is He that is bom King of the Jews"; 
and, a little farther down, the above prophecy is referred to 
as being fulfilled. 

The mission of yohn the Baptist as His forerunner was 
foretold. 

Thus, Isaiah xl. 3 : — " The voice of him that crieth in 
the wilderness. Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God." In Matthew 
iii. I, we read, "In those days came John the Baptist, 
pre^Cching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying. Repent 
ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is He 
that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias." 
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The manner of His birth was foretold, 

Isaiah vii. 14 : — " Therefore, the Lord Himself shall give 
you a sign ; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call His name Immanuel." The fulfilment is 
recorded in Matthew i. 22, 23— "Now all this was done, 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by 
the prophet, saying. Behold, a virgin shall be with child, 
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His name 
Emmanuel; which, being interpreted, is, God with us." 

His lowly position among men was foretold. 

Isaiah liii. 2 : — ** For he shall grow up before Him as a 
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground. He hath 
no form nor comeliness ; and when we shall see Him there 
is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised 
and rejected of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief; and we hid, as it were, our faces from Him. He 
was despised, and we esteemed Him not." How truly 
descriptive is this of the position of Jesus of Nazareth. 
His mother was a poor Hebrew maiden, His reputed father 
a carpenter. His followers all poor. Like a tender plant, He 
grew up in the midst of poverty ; and during His whole life 
He was despised and rejected of men. He was a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief. One would think the 
writer had followed Him through all His history, and had thus 
recorded the impression of His whole life and at its close. 

His character was described, 

Isaiah xlii. i :— " Behold my servant, whom I uphold ; 
mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth, I have put my 
Spirit upon Him. He shall bring forth judgment to the 
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Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause His voice 
to be heard in the streets; a bruised reed shall He not 
break, and the smoking flax shall He not quench ; He shall 
bring forth judgment unto truth." Every line and word in 
this prophecy was fulfilled in the character of Jesus. He 
was richly endued with the spirit ; He was full of meekness, 
gentleness, and kindness ; noiselessly He went about doing 
good ; gently and lovingly He treated the weak and sinful 
who came to Him for mercy and for help. 

His mission was foretold, 

Isaiah Ixi. i : — "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me ; because the Lord hath annointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek ; He hath sent me to bind up the 
broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound ; to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance 
of our God ; to comfort all that mourn ; to appoint unto 
them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for 
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness ; that they might be called trees of 
righteousness ; the planting of the Lord, that He might be 
glorified." In the synagogue at Capernaum, Jesus read this 
remarkable prophecy, and addressing the people, said, " This 
day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears ; " and they all 
wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of 
His mouth. 

His sufferings and death were foretold, 

Isaiah liii. 4 : — " Surely He hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows ; yet we did esteem Him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for 
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our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His 
stripes we are healed. All we, like sheep, have gone 
astray ; we have turned everyone to his own way ; and the 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." And in 
Zechariah xiii. 7 : — •* Awake, O sword, against my Shepherd, 
and against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of 
Hosts; smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scat- 
tered." Who can read these words alongside the history 
of the crucifixion without feeling that they were literally 
and entirely fulfilled in the sufferings and death of Christ ? 
A number of little incidents in His life are foretold, all of 
which received a literal fulfilment. His riding into Jeru- 
salem on an ass — the parting of His garment and casting 
lots for His raiment — His agonising cry on the cross, ** My 
God ! my God ! why hast thou forsaken me ? "—that not a 
bone of Him should be broken — the very tomb in which He 
was buried was prophetically described: "He made His 
grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death." 

Let Infidelity account for all this if it can. That all these 
prophecies were fulfilled in Christ, there can be no doubt. 
And it ;is equally certain that not one of them was ever 
fulfilled in any other. 

We have, even at the risk of being tedious, given these 
prophecies and their fulfilment entire ; but they are only a 
few out of the many recorded. They are scattered like 
stars over the firmament, and receive their brightness from 
the sun of righteousness, the rising glory of whom was fore- 
told by Israel's latest prophet. 

The Christ of the Bible has a peculiar character. 

He was full of kindness. We see in His miracles mani- 
festations of omnipotence which awe us. In his teachings, 
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and His replies to captious interrogators, we listen to words 
of wisdom which overwhelmed His enemies with shame ; 
but goodness and graciousness seemed to be the ver^ 
essence of His nature. As we see Him standing on the deck 
of that frail vessel, tossed about on a boisterous sea, and 
hear Him speaking with calm majesty, " Peace, be still I '^ 
and see the angry surges crouching in willing obedience at 
His feet, we feel we are in the presence of One who " hath 
gathered the winds in His fists," and " measured the waters 
in the hollow of His hand ; " but when we see Him taking the 
little children in His arms and blessing them, and fancy 
them nestling in His bosom, and unwilling to leave, even for 
the embrace of their mothers, our hearts are drawn to Him 
with tender emotion and reverent love. When we see Him 
standing before the grave of Lazarus, and hear Him com- 
manding the dead to come forth, and behold the de> 
composing clay animated with life and rising at His 
bidding, our spirits are awed with the consciousness that 
we are in the presence of One with whom are the issues of 
life and death j but when we see Him mingling his tears 
with bereaved sisters and sorrowing friends, we are con- 
strained to exclaim, O Jesus of Nazareth, Thou art full of 
goodness, tenderness, and love. As we behold Him multi- 
plying a few loaves and fishes into abundance to supply the 
wants of thousands, we feel that He who said ''Let 
there be light, and there was light," is present; 
but when we witness His care for a multitude of 
famishing men and women, we bow before a more 
subduing power. As with a word He restores sight 
to the blind, we exclaim, He who made the eye is here ; 
but when we see Him seeking out the same man when he 
is " cast out " of the temple, and revealing Himself to Him 
as the Messiah, and giving him comfort, we are conscious 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



84 The Christ 

that we have found a kind and faithful friend. When, with 
a word, He compels devils to leave men, we recognise Him 
as He who has all power in heaven, and earth, and hell ; 
but when we see Him stopping to wipe a widow's tears away 
and gladden her sorrowing heart, we rejoice that He who 
came to bind up broken hearts is before us. How tender 
His words to His disciples, how kind and compassionate to 
them at all times, even in seasons when their weakness and 
ingratitude might have called forth other feelings. When, in 
the agonies of death, He prayed for His murderers, and 
thought of His mother, we feel that never was there such a 
4iving example of kindness in our world. Kindness gushed 
from His heart, beamed in His countenance, spoke in His 
words, flowed in His tears, and was manifested in all His 
actions. His feet moved on errands of love, and His hands 
•continually were stretched out to bless. 

His sincerity and truthfulness were very remarkable. He 
always spoke the truth and lived it In His mouth there 
was no guile, and in His life no hypocrisy. He never 
•equivocated nor dissembled. Though He knew that His 
testimony would draw upon Him the wrath of His numerous 
-enemies, and even bring Him to the cross, He boldly bore 
witness to the truth. In His teaching truth flowed from 
His lips in wise and weighty utterances. In His professions 
of friendship He uttered only what He felt, and His words 
were the outflowings of His heart. His bitterest enemies 
could never charge Him with the shadow of a falsehood; 
.and His friends could always trust Him. Every promise 
He made He fulfilled, and every denunciation came to pass. 
He was the truest character that ever walked this earth. 

He was remarkable for humility and meekness. Humility 
and meekness which it was not necessary to call attention 
to. His lowliness and gentleness were as natural to Him 
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as sweetness to the rose or whiteness to the lily. He never 
spake, like many religionists, in fulsome, depreciatory tones 
of Himself, which seem so much like an advertisement, 
with the most striking line, ** See how humble lam.** It did 
not even bear the stiff uniformity of a habit ; it was the 
outgoing of a life. There was no effort to suppress pride 
or to silence passion. His soul was lowliness itself ; His 
nature was calmness and placidity ; yet with that lowliness 
there was dignity, and with that meekness there was majesty. 
It was not a stoop, but a depth. While in Godlike majesty 
He towered to heaven, in holy humility and heavenly meek- 
ness He was below the lowliest of His followers. Because 
He was so great, because He was so humble. It requires^ 
not the the sun to stoop to paint a flower, or cheer the 
peasant's lowly dwelling. While he fills vast worlds with" 
his gloiy, and floods the mountain-tops with his light, he 
makes the dewdrop sparkle like a diamond, and sends his 
warm glow through the frame of the tiniest insect. Little- 
ness stoops — greatness fills. Christ was as great when He 
girded Himself and washed the feet of His disciples, as 
when He stood and commanded the angry sea to be stilV 
or said with authority, " Lazarus, come forth." We need 
more of Christ's fulness to have real humility. We have 
too mncYi prof essional h\xm\Xiiy iii the world, and too little 
of that real, grand thing, which was so conspicuous in Christ. 
Because we are so shallow we make a noise; because Christ 
was so deep and full He was placid and tranquil. 

His immaculate purity is another remarkable feature in 
His character. He was '' holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
from sinners." It was not merely that He loved and 
practised purity, but He was absolutely pure. No impure 
thought ever stained His soul; no impure word ever 
escaped His lips ; no wrong act did He ever commit. Like 
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a sunbeam^ He shone in the midst of an impure world, but 
remained without a stain. The fallen and degraded 
approached Him, touched Him, but never contaminated 
His nature. He could say to His bitterest foes, " Which 
of you conyinceth Me of sin ? " and His purity wrung from 
Pilate the confession, '' I find no fault in Him." When His 
persecutors wished to have Him crucified, they had to 
suborn wicked men to swear malicious falsehoods against 
Him. The character of Jesus of Nazareth stands alone for 
perfect purity and immaculate holiness in the world; as 
ages roll on that holiness shines with a purer light and a 
clearer radiance. Even infidelity itself has paid Him 
homage. One of the most eloquent passages we have seen 
is that of Rousseau on His character. In his letter on 
Education he writes — "I will confess to you that the 
majesty of the Scriptures strikes me with admiration, as the 
purity of the Gospel hath its influence on my heart. Peruse 
the works of philosophers ; with all their pomp of diction, 
how mean, how contemptible are they when compared with 
the Scriptures ! Is it possible that a Book, at once so 
simple and sublime, should be merely the work of a man ? 
Is it possible that the Sacred Personage, whose history it 
contains, should. Himself, be a mere man? Do we find 
that He assumed the tone of an enthusiast, or a mere 
sectary ! What sweetness ! what purity in His manners ! 
what an affecting gracefulness in His delivery ! what sub- 
limity in His maxims ! what profound wisdom in His 
discourses ! what presence of mind ! what subtUty in His 
replies ! how great the command of His passions ! Where 
is the man — ^where the philosopher — who could so live and 
so die, without weakness, and without ostentation ? When 
Plato describes his imaginary ' good man,' loaded with all 
the shame of guilt, yet meriting the highest rewards of virtue, 
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he described exactly the character of Jesus Christ. The 
resemblance was so striking that all the fathers perceived it. 

'< What prepossession of blindness must it be to compare 
. the son of Sombroniscus to the son of Mary ! What an 
infinite disproportion there is between them ! Socrates, 
dying without pain or ignominy, easily supported his 
character to the last ; and if his death, however easy, had 
not crowned his life, it might have been doubted whether 
Socrates, with all his wisdom, was anything more than a 
vain sophist." . . . *'Yes, if the life and death of 
Socrates were those of a sage, the life and death of Jesus 
were those of a God. Shall we suppose the Evangelic story 
a mere fiction ? Indeed, my friend, it bears not the mark 
of fiction ; on the contrary, the history of Socrates, which 
nobody presumes to doubt, is not so well attested as that 
of Jesus Christ. Such a supposition, in fact, only shifts the 
difficulty without obviating it. It is more inconceivable 
that a number of persons should agree to write such a 
history, than that only one should furnish the subject of it. 
The Jewish authors were incapable of the diction and of the 
morality contained in the Gospel, the marks of whose truth 
are so striking and inimitable, that the inventor would be a 
more astonishing character than the hero." 

We shall not add another word to this exquisite picture ; 
coming, as it does, from an infidel, it is deeply impressive. 
It is not the first time that even enemies have been forced to 
bow in profound reverence before the glory of His character. 
Even devils had to cry out, *'Thou art the Son of God." 

27te Christ of the Bible performed a special work. 

He always appealed to His works as proofs of His Mes- 
siahship. When John the Baptist sent his disciples with 
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the question, " Art thou He that should come, or do we 
look for another?" He did not enter upon any course of 
argument to convince them that He was the Christ \ but 
He "answered and said unto them, Go and show John 
again those things which ye do hear and see; the blind 
receive their sight, and the lame walk; the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear ; the dead are raised up, and 
the poor have the Gospel preached to them." To the 
cavilling and unbelieving Jews He replied, **The works 
which the Father hath given Me to finish, the same works 
that I do, bear witness of Me, that the Father hath sent 
Me." His miracles were never denied by His bitterest 
(enemies. The Scribes and Pharisees never questioned 
them; they only sought to account for them in a way 
which they hoped would bring discredit to their author 
while it saved themselves. When he had cast a devil out 
of one that was blind and dumb, the Pharisees said, " This 
fellow does not cast out devils but by Beelzebub the prince 
of devils." They could not deny the miracle ; but they 
attributed it to Satanic agency. This flimsy subterfuge was 
dispelled in a moment by the withering reply of Jesus — 
** Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desola- 
tion ; and every city or house divided against itself shall 
not stand: and if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided 
against himself: how shall then his kingdom stand? But 
if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom 
of God is come unto you." The miracles of our Lord, 
however, were only preparatory to the great work for which 
He came into the world. They proved that God had sent 
Him, and was with Him. They challenged the belief of 
men, and left those who witnessed them without excuse for 
their unbelief. Thus Christ says, *'If I had not done 
among them the works which none other man did, they had 
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not had sin ; but now have they both seen and hated both 
Me and My Father. 

The great work He came to accomplish in the world 
was the salvation of men. He came to deliver them 
from sin and its consequences. Men were in darkness, 
and He came to give them light; they were guilty, 
and He came to procure their pardon; they were the 
-slaves of sin, and He came to release them from its 
bondage; they were in danger of hell, and he came to 
save them from everlasting misery. He openly declared 
His mission both as a Teacher and as a Saviour. ''I 
am the Light of the world; he that foUoweth Me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." 
^* I am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly." *'If the Son, there- 
fore, shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.'* 
** God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through Him might be saved.'* 
^'The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost." " He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life, and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him." 
There was no ambiguity about His declarations as to 
His work. His were no common pretensions. No one 
ever appeared in our world with such a programme. He 
presignified, too, the manner in which He was to accom- 
plish human salvation. He forewarned His disciples that 
He was to be betrayed by one of their number, that 
He was to be crucified, that He was to shed His blood 
for the remission of sins, that He was to be buried and 
rise from the dead the third day, that He was to ascend 
to heaven and from thence send down the Holy Spirit 
^o enlighten, comfort, and sanctify men. 

H 
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Has He accomplished this great work ? 

As to what He taught we have it recorded. What light 
has He thrown on the field of morals ? How clear and 
faH are His teaching on all that is dear and important to 
man. The character of God ; His relationship to us as 
the Father ; the way of access to Him ; the dignity and 
destiny of man ; the future life ; all are revealed by His 
teaching, and made plain to the meanest conception. What 
the wisdom of the world could never discover. He has made 
known. Truly, never man spake like this Man. In the 
sad and tragic stoiy of His sufferings and death, and in the 
glorious events of His resurrection and ascension, we have 
the fulfilment of the prophecies concerning Him, and of 
His own predictions regarding Himself. The great and 
important matter for our consideration is, has Christ fulfilled, 
and is He still fulfilling in the world, what He declared He 
came to accomplish ? To put the whole matter in a simple 
and clear light, have we evidence in the experience and in 
the lives of men, that the work which Christ said he would 
accomplish has been effected? 

As to the experience of salvation firom the condemnation 
and guilt of sin, we have the testimony of millions in the 
post^ and of millions now living, that, believing in Jesus, 
they have been freely and fully forgiven. Down through 
all the ages their testimony has been clear and uniform, 
lien living in different countries and circumstances have, 
as with one voice, declared that we have redemption in the 
blood of Christ, the fbrgiven^s of sins. From every part 
of our world ; firom congregations composed of the educated 
and refined, and from assemblies of men only emerging firom 
barbarism, in almost every language spoken under heaven, 
we hear the song ascending : — '^Unto Him that loved us,. 
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and washed us from our sins in His own blood." Multi- 
tudes have' borne their testimony to this glorious truth, 
although they knew they would have to seal it with their 
blood. This experience has given joy in the deepest sorrow^ 
and sustained men in their severest trials ; while in the hour 
of death it has lit up their countenances with joy, and enabled 
them to leave the world in triumph. 

That Jesus saves from the power of sin is a matter oi 
simple observation. We know what men were : we know 
what they are. That a great change has passed upon them 
is seen in their altered lives. They were the slaves of sin, 
but they are now free. They served divers lusts and appe- 
tites, but they have cast away their chains and they are now 
Christ's freemen. We can say of them as St. Paul said of 
the Corinthians : — ** And such were some of you : but ye 
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God** 
That they have been changed there can be no doubt. There 
they are living before us, and we cannot deny it. And of 
the power that changed them there can be no uncertainty. 
Jesus, and Jesus only, has made them free. For six thousand 
years the wisdom of the world has tried all its nostrums to 
save men from sin, but they have failed. This Name only 
has brought deliverance. We can point to every saved 
sinner, and say in the language of the Apostles at the 
temple — '^ And His name, through faith in His name, hath 
made this man strong, whom ye see and know : yea, the 
faith which is by Him hath given him this perfect soundness; 
in the presence of you all." And we may add, ** Neither 
is there salvation in any other : for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.** 
This is our argument : Jesus Christ has done for the world 
what no one under heaven has ever done. His whole claims 

H — 2 
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converge into this point, and here we stand, with fearless 
and unwavering confidence, and say, This Jesus whom we 
preach unto you is the Saviour — the only Saviour. This is 
our answer to all the cavils of infidelity. Objectors may 
say, " We believe Jesus of Nazareth was an impostor." We 
reply, " He saves ! " " We cannot believe in miracles ; 
they are contrary to the laws of nature ; " but " He saves I " 
*'We cannot comprehend or believe in the atonement." 
That may be so ; but "Jesus saves ! " " We cannot recon- 
cile the teachings of Christianity with the laws of science." 
We do not wonder at this ; for the teachers of science do 
not agree among themselves ; but should they never agree, 
** Jesus saves ! " ** Christianity is behind the enlightenment 
of the age." You may think so ; but Jesus has done, and 
is doing, what all your enlightenment cannot effect — •" He 
saves ! " As long as we can appeal to this glorious fact, we 
can calmly listen to all the objections which may he urged 
against Christ and His Gospel. As long as Christ saves, 
men may mock and deride Him : they may spit in His face 
and say, " Prophesy unto us thou Christ; " but their malice, 
and hatred, and passion will be only like the angry waves 
of ocean dashing against a rock of adamant ; when their 
tumult has ceased, and the spray has disappeared, He will 
appear, His head encircled with glory ; the unchangeable, 
Almighty, everlasting Saviour ; the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever; while the Church oh earth and in heaven 
shall still utter the same triumphant truth — He saves ! 
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Chapter VII. 

THE TESTIMONY OF THE HOLY GHOST TO 
THE WORK OF CHRIST. 



THE teaching of the Bible in regard to the work of Christ 
is very elear and explicit. What He did and what 
He suffered are presented to us in the plainest and most 
expressive language. In all the accounts we have of His 
work, there are two things prominently kept in view, namely 
— substitution and expiation. He is represented as the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world ; as 
being made €\Xifor us who knew no sin that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him ; as bearing our sins 
in His own body on the tree ; as tasting death ioi every num. 
We are told that God spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him VL^for us all; that He died>&r our sins and rose again 
for our justification. His life of obedience and His death 
of shame and suffering were for us. In His perfect obedience 
He fulfilled and honoured the law which we had broken ; 
and in His death He atoned for our guilt. By the sacrifice 
of Himself He satisfied the claims of law, and removed 
the obstructions in the way of man's reconciliation to God. 
In the atonement God's righteousness is declared and His 
mercy exhibited. The dignity of His moral government is 
maintained, while mercy is offered to the condemned. 
*' Being justified freely through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus ; whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for 
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the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance 
of God ; to declare, I say, at this time His righteousness ; 
that He might be jiist, and the justifier of him that believeth 
in Jesus." When mercy is extended to a criminal by an 
earthly sovereign, the claims of justice must be set aside 
for the time being ; but in God's way of forgiveness, through 
Christ, justice and morcy alike are magnified. God forgives 
according to the eternal law of righteousness. Hence, 
while Christ offered Himself to God as a sacrifice, it was for 
us, and in our stead. '* He was numbered with the trans- 
gressors : and He bare the sins of many, and made inter- 
cession for the transgressors." The atonement meets the 
whole case of sinners ; every claim is satisfied, and every 
exigency provided for. If we are enemies to God by wicked 
works, we are reconciled to Him by the death of His Son. If 
we have broken the Divine Law, and are under the sentence 
of death, Christ has met and satisfied all its claims, and 
obtained for us a full acquittal. If we have no righteous- 
ness of our own, Christ is our righteousness. If we 
have no claim to the Divine favour, Christ appears in the 
presence of God for us. We are complete in Christ, " who 
of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption." In the obedience of Christ 
we see the law fidfiUed; in His death we see our guilt 
atoned for; in His resurrection we have the proof that 
the offering of Christ was accepted by the Father; and in 
His exaltation to heaven we have the assurance that He 
win save. These are all necessary links in the chain of 
redemption. If any one is wanting, our salvation is impos- 
sible. If Christ had not fulfilled the law, His atonement 
would have been valueless. If He had not risen from the 
d'ead, the world had no reason to hope that His death was 
accepted; and if He be not living in Heaven now, we 
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have no assurance that there is salvation for us at aU. 
That Christ fulfilled and honoured the Divine law is - 
proved by His spotless and perfect life. That He died is 
a historical fact, not only testified by the sacred writers^ 
but by profane history. That He rose fi-om the dead the 
third day is attested by many credible witnesses. Thus 
far we have certainty ; but there is one link still remaining 
— that link which is fastened to the throne of God : if 
that is secure, then is our salvation complete. Is Christ 
NOW IN Heaven ? If He is there, then we have " a strong 
consolation who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the 
hope set before us : which hope we have as an anchor of 
the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into 
that within the veil, whither our forerunner is for us entered, 
even Jesus." 

Is Christ now living in heaven ? 

This is a question of tremendous importance, and, above 
all others, it demands reverent and earnest consideration. 
It is remarkable what importance is attached to it by the 
writers of the New Testament : thus in Rom. v. 10, we read : 
" For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by His life ; " and in Heb. vii. 25 : " Where- 
fore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by Him, seeing Heeverliveth to make intercession 
for them." We are continually pointed to Christ as in. 
heaven, our friend, our advocate, our Saviour. 

This is not a matter that rests upon mere argument, or 
inference. We hope to show that God has furnished us 
with proof, beyond all question and all doubt, that Jesus 
now lives, and by doing so we trust, by God's blessing, to 
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strengthen the confidence of weak believers, and show tO' 
the rejecters of Christiantty that our faith rests on a sure 
and certain foundation. The whole controversy about the 
truth of the Gospel seems to merge into this question, and 
upon the answer must the ultimate issue turn. If the world 
has not a living Saviour, then, says the Apostle, " Your faith 
is vain, and ye are yet in your sins ; " but if Jesus lives,, 
then is Christianity true, and our faith triumphantly vindi- 
cated. The work of Christ, and the proof we have that 
He is in heaven, are brought before us by the writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, x. 12 — 15 : "But this Man, after 
He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on 
the right hand of God, from henceforth expecting till His 
enemies be made His footstool. For by one offering He 
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. Whereof 
THE Holy Ghost also is a witness to us." 

What is this testimony of the Holy Ghost to the work of 
Christy and IRs life with the Father 9 

The prophecies we have already referred to regarding 
Christ, and which were so literally fulfilled in and by Him, 
were dictated by the Holy Ghost. By His influence the 
prophets wrote of the great work of redemption — "Of 
which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace which should come 
unto you. Searching what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testi- 
fied beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that 
should follow." 

The Holy Ghost was poured upon Christ when He 
entered the great work of His ministry, and rested on Him 
oontinually. His wisdom was seen in His teaching, and 
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His power in the miracles which He wrought. Like the 
precious ointment upon the head of Aaron, that ran down 
upon his beard and to the skirts of his garments, the Holy 
Spirit rested on our great High Priest, filling Him with 
wisdom, arming Him with power, and adorning Him with 
beauty. But the great question especially which we have 
to consider is : — Does the Holy Spirit bear testimony to us 
that Christ is now living in heaven? When our Lord was 
drawing near to His death on the cross, He intimated to 
His disciples that He was soon to leave them. He told 
them that He had come from the Father, and that He 
would soon return to Him again ; but He would not leave 
them comfortless. Thus He speaks to His sorrowing 
disciples : " I will pray the Father, and He shall give yoa 
another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever ; " 
and again : " These things have I spoken unto you, being 
yet present with you ; but the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name. He shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you." Still more 
remarkable are the following words : " But now I go my 
way to Him that sent me : and none of you asketh Me 
whither goest thou ? But because I have said these things 
unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell 
you the truth ; it is expedient for you that I go away : for if 
I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; but 
if I depart I will send Him unto you. And when He is 
come. He will convince the world of sin, and of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment." Again : after His resurrection, 
when He had showed Himself alive (as we are told by the 
writer of the Acts) ** by many infallible proofs, being seen 
of them forty days, and speaking of the things concerning 
the kingdom of God : and being assembled together with 
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them, commanded them that they should not depart from 
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, 
saith He, ye have heard of Me. For John truly baptized 
with water ; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost 
not many days hence." 

And, finally, when the hour had come that He was to 
ascend to the Father, and after He had given His apostles 
their commission to preach the Gospel to every creature. 
He repeats the promise : " And, behold, I send the pro- 
mise of the Father upon you : but tarry ye at Jerusalem 
until ye be endued with power from on high." And then 
He led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up His 
hands He blessed them, and then He ascended out of their 
sight. Now what meaning could the disciples take out of 
all these utterances ? Just this and no other : that their 
Master had assured them that He was going to the Father, 
and that from thence He would send down upon them the 
Holy Ghost. If the Comforter were sent down they would 
be assured that He was living in heaven; if the promise 
failed they could have no evidence that He was there. The 
whole proof of His ascension to Heaven rested here. 

Resting on His promise, and in obedience to His com* 
mand, they returned to Jerusalem. Let us follow them 
there. In an upper room (probably in the house of a fellow- 
disciple) are gathered together one hundred and twenty 
persons. The apostles are there with the women ; Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, is there, and others who are not men- 
tioned. The eleven apostles had just witnessed the ascen- 
sion of the Master, and had received His parting counsel 
and benediction ; and now they relate to the assembly the 
thrilling and wonderful things which they have seen and 
heard. They would not omit specially mentioning the 
Master's assurance to them that He was going to the Father, 
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and His promise of the Comforter; and they would, doubt- 
less, repeat His command to " wait " for its fulfilment. We 
can imagine with what interest and wonder the company 
listened to these wonderful details. They felt lonely — how 
lonely ! Their Master had gone from them 1 They should 
bear His blessed voice no more ! They should never look 
on that calm and benigniEint countenance again ! The Shep- 
herd was gone, and the timid little flock have gathered close 
together in a secret place ! They had only one thing to 
comfort them — ^the promise. If that be fulfilled there would 
be no room for doubting that He lives ; if not, all their 
hopes will be dashed to pieces. But He had never deceived 
them. He had told them He would die by the hands of 
wicked men ; and had He not accomplished it on the cross ? 
He had assured them He would rise again the third day ; 
and had He not appeared to them and showed them His 
hands and His side ? He had told them that He would ascend 
to the Father ; and had not the eleven witnessed His depar- 
ture? Nay, had they not seen a vision of angels, who 
assured them that this same Jesus whom they had seen 
ascending to heaven would also descend from heaven ? So 
far they never had reason to doubt Him, and they could 
trust Him now. Thus encouraged, with one accord, they 
resolved to wait the fulfilment of this His last promise. The 
first day passes, but the Comforter did not come; the 
second, and third, and fourth days are gone, but still no 
answer. Probably some, with trembling anxiety, begin to 
fiadter ; hope and fear alternate ; but still they cling to the 
promise — " Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 
many days hence." And as days roll on, and their faith is 
more severely tested, their prayers and intercessions rise 
with greater intensity. The ninth day comes : preparations 
are being made for the Feast of Pentecost : multitudes are 
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crowding into the city to present themselves before the God 
of Israel ; but still there is no sign given to these waiters. 
Around them the city is full 9f excitement ; but they are 
prostrate in ardent and united prayer. At last the day of 
Pentecost dawns : crowds are repairing to the Temple to 
present their sacrifices and offerings : the first-fruits are to 
be waved before the Lord : it is to be a high day in 
Israel : the praying company are, with one accord, in one 
place : with anxious look one may have said to another, 
*' This is Pentecost : who can tell but He will fulfil the 
promise to-day : let us wait and plead on." From many a 
heart the wish is breathed forth, '* O that He would send 
the Comforter ! " What a time of anxiety ! what an hour 
of expectancy ! Prayer rises into agony, and every power 
of the soul is on stretch for the blessing. We have wit- 
nessed seasons of earnest pleading with God, when the very 
intensity of feeling hushed a large audience into that deep 
stillness of expectancy which always is followed with bless- 
ing. Such, we can well imagine, was the state of these 
waiters on this morning. What is that sound ? It comes 
down upon them like a rushing, mighty wind. It fills every 
part of the building. It is like a rushing tempest, but it is 
not wind. That is no earthly sound : it heralds the coming 
of the Comforter ! As eyes are lifted to see what it means, 
another wonder presents itself — on every countenance there 
is flame, but it is shaped in the form of tongues of fire. 
Still gazing with wonder and awe on this strange spectacle, 
their hearts are made conscious of the presence of the 
Comforter, and they are filled with light, and life, and love, 
and power ! And now from .that company burst forth the 
triumphant exclamations, " He is come ! — the promise is 
fulfilled! Our Blessed Master lives I — He is with the 
Father!" All is certainty now — all is triumph! Now, 
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had we listened to the parting words of Jesus, and had 
we been present during that season of waiting, and witnessed 
the wonders of that hour, could we have a doubt but that 
Jesuswas in heaven? Impossible! This was as certain a proof 
that He was living with the Father, as if they had been 
permitted to look into heaven, and had seen Him sitting on 
the right hand of God. 

If we follow the events of this wonderful day, we shall 
see further proof of the fulfilment of the promise. When 
they had given expression to their joyful feelings, they could 
no longer remain in seclusion. They had received power 
from on high, and now fearlessly they rush forth to make 
known the glorious Gospel of the living Saviour. A vast 
multitude of people were assembled from every part of the 
Roman Empire, speaking different languages, and to these 
they were to make known the wonderful works of God. 
But how were these unlearned men to speak to them? 
They could only speak one language, and that imperfectly ; 
for they were all Galileans ? Take a glance at that multi- 
tude. There were men from the Tigris and the Tiber, the 
Euphrates and the Indus, the Nile and Jordan, from the 
shores of the Mediterranean and Adriatic, the Caspian and 
the Euxine ; from Asia and Africa, Europe and the Isles ; 
Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites ; and the dwellers in 
Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia; in Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia ; in Egypt, and in the 
parts of Libya about Cyrene ; and strangers of Rome, Jews 
and Proselytes, Cretes and Arabians— all speaking the dif- 
ferent languages of the countries from which they came — 
Greek and Latin, Persian and Syriac, Coptic and Arabic, 
with others, besides the different dialects of the same lan- 
guage. Into the midst of this mixed multitude the disciples 
rushed to proclaim the glorious news of salvation through a 
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risen Saviour. And strange^ when they opened their mouths, 
they were enabled to address everyone in his own tongue. 
Here is one speaking to a wandering group of Egyptians m 
Coptic; another to a company of Arabians in Arabic. 
Here are strangers from Rome hearing about Jesus in Latin, 
' and so on. Wondering crowds rush together, to gaze upon 
or to hear these strange men deliver their strange message. 
Taking advantage of the excitement, Peter stands up with 
the eleven, and delivers that discourse which is accompanied 
with such glorious results. Probably Peter is the chief 
speaker, the rest following in dififerent languages. He 
begins by declaring that God has fulfilled that day 
the prophecy of Joel, by pouring out His spirit upon 
them. He then refers to the character of Christ, and 
charges them with His death. He declares that God had 
raised Him from the dead, and that they were witnesses to 
His resurrection. He then announces to them the glorious 
truth: '' Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, 
and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, He had shed forth this which ye now see and hear. 
Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that 
God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ" Like an arrow from the Almighty 
the word pierces the hearts of multitudes ; wonder gives 
place to terror; the Holy Ghost now begins that work which 
Christ said He would effect in convincing men of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment; and the cry is raised: 
" Men and brethren, what shall we do ? " Peter follows up 
the impression by calling upon them to repent and be 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus for the remission of 
sins, and declares that they too shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost He assures them that the promise was unto 
them and their children, and to all that were a£Eu: off, even 
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to as many as the Lord our God shall call. Three thousand 
souls obeyed the gracious invitation and were added to the 
disciples; "and they continued steadfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread and in 
prayers." The moral transformation wrought in this multi- 
tude was a glorious proof that the Holy Ghost had per- 
formed all that Christ had promised He would effect. 
From this great commencement the work grew and multi- 
plied. On another occasion, five thousand were converted, 
and we are told that the Lord added to the Church daily 
such as were saved. The work spread with resistless power, 
and the kingdom of the despised Nazarene triumphed 
over priestly bigotry and kingly pride. Assailed on 
every side by the powers of darkness, it struck down its 
enemies and turned them into friends : it brought the proud 
Pharisee down to the feet of Him whom he despised to sue 
for His forgiveness : the degraded and ignorant were raised 
and enlightened by its influence : it assailed the strongholds 
of idolatry, and before it the idols fell prostrate : it sought 
out those cities, the great centres of civilization, where 
learning had its seat and art was enshrined; where the 
human intellect was most active, and there it gathered in 
thousands to the fold of Christ At Ephesus it made the 
great Diana tremble on her throne, and took the gain from 
her votaries; at Corinth, it assailed voluptuousness and 
pride, and taught a pure morality ; at Athens it confounded 
the wisdom of the philosophers by the preaching of Jesus 
and the resurrection: it entered the Imperial city of 
Rome, and made saints even in Caesar's household. In 
every place, where the Gospel was preached, the Pente- 
costal power was manifested in leading multitudes to 
repent of their sins and believe in Jesus. Who can 
calmly consider these facts without being forced to the 
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conclusion that Jesus is a living Saviour, and that Christ- 
ianity is of God ? 

We only require another link to Complete the chain. To 
the disciples at Jerusalem Pentecost was a demonstration 
that Christ was living with the Father ; they could have no 
doubt of it, and, as we have seen, the power which accom- 
panied the preaching of the Gospel in every place was a 
standing proof that He still lived, the mighty Saviour. 
Have we now any evidence that the Holy Ghost is in thj 
church? If we have, then we have the same certainty 
that the church at Jerusalem had, that Jesus lives. Are 
sinners now convinced of sin ? Are men now, by repentance 
towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, made peace- 
ful, and holy, and happy ? Is there still a power accompanying 
the faithful proclamation of the Gospel which we see in no 
other system ? If this power is not in the Church noWy 
we have no right to demand faith in Christianity ; but if 
the Pentecostal power is now in the Church, we have a 
right to proclaim everywhere this Gospel, and to call upon 
dinners in every place to receive it as the Word of God. 
That the Holy Ghost is in the Church now is as certain as 
that He was present on the day of Pentecost. It is true 
we have not His miraculous manifestations ; but we have 
that permanent and greater work which Christ said He 
^ould effect in the hearts of men. One sinner cut to the 
heart and led to enquire what shall I do ; one anxious soul 
led to trust in Jesus ; one impure, sinful life changed into 
holiness, is a demonstration of His presence. But we are 
not limited to solitary instances of His presence and 
power : tens of thousands now living stand before the 
^orld as witnesses. Question them as to how the change 
was effected, and they will tell you the same story : they 
were convicted in their conscience of their sin and guilt; 
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they were led to believe in Jesus; in His name they 
obtained the forgiveness of sin, and by His Spirit they 
were made new creatures. You may puzzle them with 
curious questions, that, perhaps, they cannot answer; but, 
like the blind man whom Jesus cured, each of them can 
testify, '' Once I was blind, but now I see ; " once I was 
the slave of sin, but now I am free; once I was miserable, 
but now I am happy; once I hated God, but now I love 
Him ; I know that Jesus has saved me. And it is remark- 
able, that men who have never seen nor heard of each 
other have precisely the same experience, and manifest 
the same character. What shall we say to these things? 
To what shall we attribute this power? No one wiQ 
attempt to assert that such effects were ever produced by 
any other system than Christianity. There have been great 
names in our world ; names great in history as warriors, as 
poets, as philosophers, as men of science; but none of 
them have ever saved men from sin. Take all the systems 
which have ever been known on the earth, and we defy them 
to produce any witnesses of their power to effect any 
changes like those produced by the Gospel. Verily, "We 
have not followed cunningly-devised fables, when we made 
known unto you the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
*' We preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling* 
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness ; but unto them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God.'* " This same Jesus,** 
whom the Jews crucified, and whom many now despise, is 
" Lord and Christ." We are certain He is now in heaven, 
for His Spirit is here. We know He now lives, for He is 
now saving sinners. We never doubt the existence of a 
dear fiiend who has gone to a distant land so long as we 
receive letters written by his own hand, for then we are 
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as certain that he lives as if we saw him, and conversed with 
him ; and, so long as we have the blessed Comforter reveal- 
ing to us the words of our Divine Redeemer, we are sure 
lie lives. When guilt presses upon us, and we feel 
burdened with our sins, let us think of Calvary, and of the 
ransom paid there to procure our pardon ; but let us also 
remember that '^ Him hath God exalted with His right hand 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance unto 
Israel and remission of sins." Let us rejoice that what 
Christ procured on the cross He lives in heaven to bestow ; 
tiiat He hath ascended on high; that He hath led captivity^ 
captive; that He hath received gifts for men; yea, for the 
rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among 
us. When sorrow fills our hearts, and tears bedim our eyes ; 
when trials and afflictions encompass us about, let us 
remember that we have a great High Priest that has passed 
into the heavens, — ^Jesus the Son of God. Amidst the 
changes of this world, let us be certain that we have a living 
and unchanging fiiend, who ever loves us, and is ever near 
to save. In time of health, in times of affliction, in the 
hour of death, and in the day of judgment. He is, and will 
be, our Almighty and everlasting Saviour ; and as we move 
onward toward that home He has gone to prepare for us, 
we may sing — 

"Thou art my all! 
My theme ! my inspiration I and my crown ! 
My strength in age ! my rise in low estate I 
My soul's ambition, pleasure, wealth ! my world ! 
My light in darkness ! and my life in deaUi ! 
My boast through time ! bliss through eternity ! 
Eternity, too short, to speak Thy praise, 
Or fathom Thy profound love to man ! " 
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Chapter VIII. 

THE ENEMIES AND THE FRIENDS OF 
THE BIBLE. 



WHILE there is a great variety in the sentiments of 
infidels, there is a family likeness among them. 
Whatever may be their divergence of opinion, they all agree 
in objecting to an infallible revelation. At the one extreme 
-we have the atheist, who would banish not only the Bible^ 
but God Himself out of the world; and at the other 
extreme we have those who pronounce eulogiums on the 
Bible, as the best of books, and at the same time deny its 
inspiration. Between these two extremes we have a number 
of persons of different shades of opinion, calling themselves 
by different names, and flaunting before us a great variety 
of opinions, but each uttering their dogmas, as if they were 
infallible and all the rest of the world were the dupes of 
error. The only point of agreement among them seems to 
be hostility to the Bible. 

The friends of the Bible are those who believe it to be 
the Word of God, and conform their lives to its teaching. 
They are found in different communities, and are called by 
different names ; but they all believe in the same Saviour, 
possess the same spirit of holiness, and have the same 
character. They are known by their profound reverence 
for the Bible, their sincere faith in Jesus, and the conformity 
-of their lives to the revealed will of God. The enemies of 
the Bible are very ardent in their efforts, not only to shake 
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our confidence in revelation, but to induce us to give up 
the Bible as an antiquated book. They take every means 
to turn away men from its teaching. The coarse blasphemy 
of atheists, the scofifs of infidels, the learned criticisms of 
men who, while they eulogise it, seek to find out discre- 
pancies and contradictions, and parade them before the 
people, are all arrayed against it in the attitude of hostility. 
It is our intention to examine their respective claims, and 
see who are most worthy our confidence. In doing so, 
we shall take the liberty of asking a few plain and simple 
questions, in answering which we may help the undecided 
to come to a decision, and strengthen the faith of those who 
believe in and love the Bible, as the Word of God. 

Which have most honestly and carefully studied the Bible ? 

We know that among the friends of the Bible there have 
been in the past, and are in the present, men of the greatest 
minds, of the highest mental cultivation, and of the most 
profound learning ; men conversant with the languages and 
literature of the past, and who are masters of the languages 
in which the original Scriptures were written ; men who have 
carefully read and examined every verse, line, and word of 
the Bible ; and who, after the most searching investigation, 
have bowed reverently before it, saying, from thorough con- 
viction — **This is the Word of God." And we know that,, 
as a rule, the enemies of the Bible have never thoroughly 
examined its contents with an honest desire to know the 
truth. Some of the ablest advocates of revelation were 
once Infidels ; but, when they read and examined it, they be- 
came its most reverent admirers. Sir Isaac Newton set out 
in life a clamorous Infidel ; but, on a careful examination of 
the evidences of Christianity, be changed his opinions, and 
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became one of its most earnest and powerful advocates. 
When the celebrated Doctor Edmund Hally was talking 
infidelity before Newton, he addressed him in these words': 
'* Dr. Hally, I am always glad to hear you when you speak 
on astronomy, or other parts of the mathematics, because 
that is a subject you have studied and well understand ; 
but you should not talk of Christianity, for you have not 
studied it : I have, and am certain you know nothing of 
the matter." Dr. Johnson observed, that no honest man 
could be a Deist ; for no honest man could be so after a 
fair examination of the proofs of Christianity.* On the 
name of Hume being mentioned to him, he said, '' No sir ; 
Hume owned to a clergyman, in the Bishopric of DurhaiQ, 
that he had never read the New Testament with attention." 
Gilbert West and Lord L3rttleton were both determined 
enemies of Christianity. Fully persuaded that it was an 
imposition, they determined to expose the cheat. West 
chose for his subject the Resurrection of Christ, and Lord 
Lyttleton the Conversion of St. Paul. They retired to 
perform their task, each confident that he would produce 
a crushing exposure of these remarkable histories, and 
prove their absurdity and falsehood; but how different 
the result from what they anticipated ! As they carefully 
read the accounts of these remarkable scenes, the truth 
grew upon them with overwhelming power ; and, instead of 
coming together to congratulate each other on having 
proved Christianity to be a lie, they met to mourn over 
their folly, and to declare their thorough conviction that it 
was of God ; and, instead of a refutation of Christianity, 
they wrote two noble treatises in its defence. When we 
consider the talent and learning, the patient research and 
investigation, the truthfulness and morality of the friends of 
the Bible, we know they are worthy of our fullest confidences 
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Many of them have paid dearly for their noble testimony 
and yet they have borne it with unfaltering fortitude, even 
to the death. Others have devoted their whole life in the 
investigation of its pages. To that investigation they have 
brought the grandest powers of intellect and the most 
mature scholarship. The records of history, the monu- 
ments of nations, and the teachings of true science, all 
have been presented by them as an overwhelming argument 
in favour of the Bible. As science penetrates the arcana of 
nature, as enterprising explorers exhume the colossal monu- 
ments of entombed cities, the friends of the Bible decipher 
the mystic symbols; and Egypt, Behistun, Babylon, and 
Nineveh, witness for the truth of the Bible. They have 
wrested from the hand of Infidelity the weapons which it 
brandished exultingly, and used them for the defence of 
the Sacred Book. Volney confidently asserted that, so soon 
as the hieroglyphics of Egypt shoAld be deciphered, the 
veracity of the Bible would be triumphantly disproved r 
since then the friends of the Bible have read in many of 
them jn-oofs of its veracity. The French savantSy who 
accompanied the first Napoleon into Egypt, asserted that 
the records of two temples, Dendera and Esneh, gave evi- 
dence of an antiquity extending over seventeen thousand 
years ; but ChampolHon discovered in them the names of 
Koman emperors; thus showing that they had no earlier 
date than the Christian era. From the ruins of Petra and 
tiie sands of Egypt, the friends of the Bible have called in 
witnesses of its veracity. To use the eloquent words of 
Dr. Hamilton : '* Hidden in the sands of Egyptian deserts, 
some of God's chosen witnesses eluded human research in 
times past ; but now, when the Bible is translated into one 
hundred and seventy tongues, and difiused over the earthy 
and firesh confirmations are timely, behold, there is a resur- 
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rection of these witnesses ; and from sphinx^guarded sepul- 
chres, old Pharaohs totter into Gourt, and testify how true 
were the narratives Moses wrote more than three thousand 
years ago." Verily, the friends of the Bible have no need 
to hold down their heads and blush for their cause, ^ be 
ashamed of its advocates. In making choice of our guides, 
when such tremendous issues are at stake, surely it is our 
duty to ask which are most trustworthy, and best fitted to 
give a true and intelligent reply to the enquiry — ''Is the 
Bible the Word of God ? " The fiiends of the Bible can, 
at all events, give us something on which to rest, something 
to bless lis now and give us hope for the future. What can 
Infidelity give us? Nothing. They advise us not to 
expect a future : can they assure us that there is no future 
before us ? They ask us to cast aiK^y our consolations and 
hopes ; but they present us with nothing to compensate for 
the loss. They would rob us of a light which has safely 
guided us in peril and danger : but they would leave us in 
eternal darkness ! 

Which have best fulfilled the duties and responsibilities of 
Ufe? 

Take the men who sincerely believe in, and consistently 
follow, its teachings, and compare them with its rejecters^ 
and say which of them best fulfil those duties and responsi- 
bilities which we all must believe to be necessary for the 
good and welfare of society? There can be no difference 
of opinion as to what is necessary for the happiness and 
well-being of the family; nor can there be any doubt about 
what is necessary for the peace, order, and prosperity of the 
community. Do those who conform their lives to the pre- 
cepts of the Bible so live as to make home happy, and pro- 
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mote the good of society? What sort of husbands and 
Cithers are they? What sort of wives and mothers? How 
do they act as children, as servants, as masters ? How do 
they conduct themselves as citizens? Do they fight, or 
quarrel, or steal, or kill ? On the contrary, are they not 
remarkable for all that can produce the happiness and well- 
being of mankind? Take the Bible, and read those pre- 
cepts which are scattered through all its pages : especially, 
read the words of Jesus, and you will find that every single 
thing that can promote the social well-being of men is found 
there. Even infidels have acknowledged this. Lord Boling- 
broke, a man of giant intellect, but an avowed infidel, declared 
that '' the doctrine of rewards and punishment in a future 
state has a tendency to enforce the civil laws and restrain the 
vices of men." And he further asserts, that " no religion ever 
appeared in the world whose natural tendency was so much 
directed to promote the peace and happiness of mankind as 
the Christian. The Gospel of Christ is one continued 
lesson of the strictest morality, of justice, benevolence, and 
universal charity. Supposing Christianity to be a human 
invention, it is the most amiable and successful invention 
that ever was imposed on mankind for their good." While 
we have such a testimony from an avowed infidel in favour 
of the Bible, we know that even their most prominent men 
had no faith in their own system. Hume, at one time, gave 
it ashis opinion, that '' disbelief in futurity loosens, in a 
great measure, the ties of morality, and may be supposed, 
for that reason, to be pernicious to the peace of society." 
One day, when D'Alembert and Condorcet were dining with 
Voltaire, they proposed to converse on atheism ; but Vol- 
taire stopped them at once, saying : '^ Wait till my servants 
have withdrawn ; I do not wish to have my throat cut to- 
night." It may be said that among disbelievers in the Bible 
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have been found men who have been useful members of 
the community. Without denying this, we simply answer : 
in so far as they have been so, they have only acted in 
accordance with Divine precepts. That is all. It is a fact, 
that wherever infidelity has been predominant, it has dis- 
organised and brutalised society. At the close of the last 
century, atheism clutched the sceptre in France. It pro- 
scribed Christianity, abolished the Christian Sabbath, and 
banished the Bible. It placed an infsimous woman in the 
place of Jehovah, and worshipped her as the Goddess of 
Reason. It had the country absolutely under its sway, and 
what did it make of it ? Let history answer. It promised 
liberty, but bound men in chains ; it promised a paradise, 
but created a pandemonium; it promised unity, equality, 
and fraternity, but it created the wildest disorder, the most 
degrading despotism, and the most fiendish cruelty. It 
deluged France with blood; turned it into a hell surging 
with the vilest lusts and passions, and filled it with lamenta- 
tion and woe. And had not God, in mercy to the world, 
overturned its power, and cut short its reign, it would have 
destroyed the humanity of the nation, God, we believe, 
permitted infidelity, this once, to have an opportunity of 
showing the world what it might expect from such a system. 
The most terrible calamity which could befall our earth 
would be the extension of this and kindred systems over the 
nations. 

Which have been the greatest benefactors of the world ? 

That much has been done in this and other lands to 
mitigate the evils and promote the happiness of mankind is 
a glorious fact. By whom has it been effected ? Who have 
spread the blessings of education and enlightenment among 
the people ? We answer : the friends of the Bible. Who 
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have taught the arts of peace and industry ? The friends of 
the Bible. Who have pleaded the cause of the slave, and 
prayed and laboured until he became a free man ? The 
friends of the Bible. Who have thought of the degradation 
of peoples in heathen lands, and laboured for their elevation 
and enlightenment ? The friends of the Bible. By whom 
have our schools and colleges, which have educated our 
youth, been erected and supported? By the friends of 
the Bible. By whom have our hospitals for the 
sick, our homes for the orphan, our asylums for the 
poor and the blind been erected? By the friends of 
the Bible. Who have been foremost in mitigating the 
wrongs of oppression, humanising our laws, cleansing 
and ventilating our prisons ? The friends of the Bible. 
Who have fed the hungry, clothed the naked, visited the 
sick, and administered to them consolation? Still, we 
reply, the friends of the Bible. Where are the hospitals, or 
the asylums, or the houses of mercy which infidelity has 
erected ? Where are the monuments of its benevolence ? 
Where are the peoples it has raised and enlightened ? 
Where are the hearts it has made glad, or the tears it has 
wiped away ? Where ? Jesus of Nazareth has wiped away 
more tears, and given more happiness in one hour, than the 
enemies of the Bible have done in aU the ages. Their 
systems may be very curious, their books may be very 
learned, and their pretentions very high and grand ; but for 
any practical good they are utterly worthless. Nay ; but 
they have done much and terrible evil. They have turned 
away multitudes of the youth of our country from the path 
of light and safety, into the road of darkness and peril. 
They have loosened those sacred ties which bind men to 
the good and true, and sent them adrift on an ocean of 
gloomy doubt and black despair, without a God in whom 
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to trast, or a haven in which they could repose in safety. 
And are these the men to whom we are to commit our- 
selves ? Are these the sjrstems for which we are to give 
np our Bibles and Jesus Christ; our Sabbaths and our 
sanctuaries ? Sooner let ns part with our property— our 
homes — even life itself ! 

Which hofve enjoyed life the most and madethebest use of it ? 

There are certain things essential to human happiness, 
which, if they are wanting, it is impossible. There must he 
a good conscience. You may place a man with a guilty 
conscience in any position you please; but he cannot enjoy 
life. Amidst the brighest scenes of earth he is full of 
gloom ; amidst wealth and honour he feels mean and miser- 
able. The man who commits a murder, however secret 
it may have been, has the cry of blood continually ringing 
in his ears, and the tread of the avenger continually at his 
heels. The consciousness of sin will darken the brightest 
sky, and rob the fairest landscape of its beauty : it will make 
&e great man tremble in his splendid mansion, and the 
millionaire poor in the midst of his wealth ; and hence the 
efforts of men in all ages to get rid of the accusings of 
conscience — ^the most miserable of all being the effort to 
destroy it altogether. When that is accomplished, if indeed 
it ever can, the man has sunk himself to the level of the 
beast — incapable of feeling the accusings of conscience for 
what is evil, he is also incapable of enjoying happiness in 
the performance of that which is good and right To enjoy 
happiness our nature must be in harmony with God and the 
universe. There is a certain condition of the sense of vision 
when light is painfiil — of the sense of hearing when harmony 
is torture ; and there is a state of soul which turns the very 
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things designed by the Creator for our happiness into causes 
of misery. The splendour of the sun, the brightness of 
the orbs of heaven, the beauty of the flowers, the order 
and harmony of the universe, all designed for our enjoy- 
ment, are only so many sources of misery, and the man is 
wretched in the midst of all that was designed for his happi- 
ness. Now there is no question but that those whose lives 
are in harmony with the spirit and teaching of the Bible 
are most in harmony with God and the universe. In that 
blessed religion which it reveals in Jesus Christ, there is all 
that is necessary to make us enjoy life. Reconciled to God 
by the death of His Son, the believer can call Him Father. 
Feeling that He loves and cares for him, he knows that all 
things work together for his good. To him the universe is full of 
God: "the heavens declare the glory of God, and thefirmament 
showeth His handy work : day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night unto night showeth knowledge." He hears his Father's 
voice in the roar of the tempest and the gentle whisper of the 
evening breeze. The rivers and rills murmur His praise. 
His beauty shines in flowers, and His greatness is seen in 
the everlasting hills. His goodness is manifest in the 
supply provided for the wants of all His creatures ; and the 
happy soul can sing — "O Lord, how manifold are Thy 
works I in wisdom hast Thou made them all : the earth is 
full of Thy riches." ** I will sing unto the Lord as long 
as I live : I will sing praises to my God while I have 
my being. My meditation of Him shall be sweet : I 
will be glad in the Lord." Trusting in Christ as his Saviour, 
and knowing that he is accepted in Him, he can rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. There is no ques- 
tion but the religion of Jesus makes every man who 
possesses it happy, and enables him to enjoy life in a way 
which those who are living without Christ can never experi- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The Friends of the Bible. 117 

ence. It is not the excitement of animal pleasure, but the 
calmness of inward peace ; not the rush of the mountain 
torrent, but the constant flow of the river fed from a hidden 
spring — 2i, well of water springing up to everlasting life : 
it is the kingdom of God within, which is '* righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost " : it is " the love of 
God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost " : it is 
''the peace of God which passeth all understanding, keeping 
the heart and mind through Christ Jesus." The happiness 
which the Bible gives is not confined to seasons of prosper- 
ity and joy, but has most abounded in tribulation. Fuller 
tells us of two acquaintances of his whom he knew in early 
life. Providence favoured one with a tide of prosperity. 
The other, fearing for his friend, lest his heart should be 
overcharged with the cares of this life and the deceitfulness 
of riches, one day asked him whether he did not find 
prosperity a snare to him. He paused and answered : " I 
am not conscious that I do, for I enjoy God in all things, ^^ 
Some years after his affairs took another turn : he lost, if not 
the whole, yet the far greater part of all he had once gained, 
and was greatly reduced. His old friend, being one day in his 
company, asked him whether he did not find what had lately 
befallen*him too much for him to bear. Again he answered, 
" I am not conscious that I do ; ^ for now / enjoy all things in 
God.** Yes, this is happiness, real, permanent happiness, 
when prosperity smiles upon us, to enjoy God in all things, 
and when bereft of earthly good, to enjoy all things in God. 
Can this be said of the rejectors of the Bible ? They 
have put God far away from them, and are absolutely 
dependent on the external for their enjoyment. At best 
their pleasures must be fluctuating and uncertain. Driven 
about by the eccentricities of chance, or ground imder the 
ponderous wheel of fate, what can they know of real enjoy- 
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tnent? Hear what one of their representative men says of 
life: "Who tan, without horror, consider the whole world 
as the empire of destniction ? It abounds with wonders ; it 
also abounds with victims. It is a vast field of carnage and 
contagion. Every species is pursued through earth, air, 
and water, and, without pity, torn to pieces. In man there 
is more wretchedness than in all the other animals put 
together. He loves life, and yet he knows that he must 
die. If he enjoys a transient good, he suffers various evils, 
and is at last devoured by worms. This knowledge is his 
fatal prerogative; other animals have it not. He spends 
the transient moments of his existence in diffusing the 
miseries which he suffers ; in cutting the throats of his 
fellow-creatures for pay ; in cheating and being cheated ; in 
robbing and being robbed ; in serving that he might com- 
mand, and in repenting all he does. The bulk of mankind are 
nothing more than a crowd of wretches, equally criminal and 
imfortunate; and the globe contains rather carcases than 
men. I tremble at the review of this dreadful picture, to 
find that it contains a complaint against Providence itself; 
and / wish I had never hem born,^* Such was Voltaire's 
estimate of life; and yet, how consistent with his creed. 
Just before death, Gibbon made the following confession : 
** When I consider all worldly things, they are fleeting ; when 
I look back, they have been fleeting; and when I look 
forward, all is dark and doubtful." And is this all that 
infidelity can do for men ? Yes, verily all. Here, without 
comfort ; yonder, without hope ; now, without God ; in the 
future, nought but dark annihilation 1 The life of an animal 
endowed only with powers which curse him ; and the death 
of a beast ending his miserable existence ! Can anything 
be worse than this ? And yet this is all that it can give us i 
We have only one other question to ask — 
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Which have the most desirable end ? 

However men live they must die. There is a day coming 
to each of us, in which we must close our earthly existence. 
" It is appointed unto men once to die." We have seen 
what infidelity can do for man in life ; it is right that we 
should inquire, seriously, what can it do for him in death ? 
Has it anything in it to light up the dying chamber — 
anything to give comfort to sorrowing friends ? At best, it 
can only make men die without hope or fear. It can only 
make them believe that death is the end of all consciousness 
— ^that it blots out their existence, as if they had never been. 
This is its greatest blessing. The only comfort it can give to 
weeping friends, is that the departed ones are for ever 
extinct ! that they shall never see them again I that the 
deep, dark shadow of eternal oblivion shall for ever 
shroud them from the gaze of God, or man, or angel. 
But even this " small blessing " is seldom given to dying 
infidels. The most daring blasphemers among them — those 
who have spoken with the boldest effrontery, when in health, 
about the weakness and folly of believing in a future state — 
when they have come to die, have felt, after all, that their 
creed could not secure them from the dread of future exist- 
ence. Few of them have ever been able to die believers in 
their system. Trembling on the last verge of life, spectres 
of future retribution have risen before them, making them 
start back in agony, and utter shrieks of terror and despair. 
When Voltaire was dying, he called for a priest, and made a 
declaration, signed by himself and two witnesses, in which 
he renounced infidelity. When D'Alembert, Diderot, and 
about twenty others beset his apartment, he cursed them, 
and said, " Retire I it was you that have brought me to my 
present state. Begone 1 I could have done without you all, 
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but you could not have existed without me; and what a 
wretched glory you have procured me ! " Alternately he 
supplicated and blae^hemed God. In plaintive accents he 
would cry out, " Oh, Christ I oh, Jesus Christ ! " and then 
complain that he was abandoned by God and man. In his 
agony he had fallen on the floor, and there he lay foaming 
in impotent despair, exclaiming, ^ Will not this God, whom 
I have denied, save me too? Cannot infinite mercy extend 
to me? " When near the last, he said, " Doctor, I will give 
you half of what I am worth if you will give me six months' 
life." The doctor answered, "Sir, you cannot live six 
weeks." Voltaire replied, "Then I shall go to hell, and 
you shall go with me." Thomas Paine, the author of The 
Age of Reason^ when dying, would call out during his 
paroxysms of distress, without intermission, " O Lord, help 
me ! Jesus Christ, help me I O Lord, help me ! " Doctor 
Manly, struck by these expressions, said, " Mr, Paine, what 
must we think of your present conduct ? Why do you call 
on Jesus Christ to help you ? Do you believe that He can 
help you? Do you believe in the Divinity of Christ?" 
After a pause of some minutes he answered — " I have no 
wish to believe on that subject." These are not solitary 
cases. Multitudes of infidels have died in abject terror 
and awful misery; few have ever been able to die even 
with stupid indiflference — ^the highest triumph of a dying 
unbeliever. 

If we now visit some of the death-beds of dying Christians 
we must perceive a vast difference. The first thmg which 
will strike us is the fact that the experiences and professions 
of a life of faith in the Son of God are not falsified in the 
hour of death; that the hopes entertained in health grow 
brighter and stronger when the heart and flesh are failing; 
and that the dying scene is brightened, and the sorrows of 
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parting relieved, by the consolations of faith in Jesus. In 
the prospect of death Paul could say, " I am now ready to 
be o£fered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight ; I have finished my course ; I have 
kept the faith j henceforth there b laid up for me ^ crown 
of righteousness." When Polycarp was sentenced to die, 
and was oflfered life if he would deny Christ, he replied, 
** Eighty-and-six years have I served Him, and how can I 
deny my King?" When about to suffer, he exclaimed, 
** O Father of Thy beloved and blessed Son Jesus Christ I 

God of all principalities and of all creation ! I bless 
Thee that Thou hast counted me worthy, this day and this 
hour, to receive my portion in the number of Thy martyrs 
in the cup of Christ" When the Rev. James Harvey was 
dying, he expatiated in the most striking manner on the 
words of St. Paul—" All things are yours," &a " Here," 
said he, "is the treasure of the Christian, and a noble 
treasure it is. Death is reckoned in the inventory; how 
thankful I am for it, as it is the passage through which I get 
to the Lord and Giver of life. Oh ! welcome, welcome, 
death ! thou mayest well be reckoned among the treasure s 
of the Christian ! To live is Christ ; but to die is gain." 
When the Rev. Thomas Scott was dying, he exclaimed, 
"This is heaven begun! I have done with darkness for 
ever — for ever ! Satan is vanquished ; nothing now remains 
but salvation, with eternal glory — eternal glory ! " The 
dying moments of Dr. Payson were full of triumph and 
ecstacy. He exclaimed, " My God is in this room I I see 
Him 1 and, oh ! how lovely is the sight ! How glorious 
does He appear ! Worthy of ten thousand hearts, if I had 
so many to give ! The battle's fought ! — the battle's 
fought ! The victory's won ! — ^the victory's won for ever 1 

1 am going to bathe in an ocean of purity, and benevolence^ 
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and happiness, to all eternity ! The celestial city is full ii> 
▼iew — its glories beam upon me — its breezes fan me — its 
odours are wailed to me — ^its music strikes upon my ear, 
and its spirit breathes into my heart ! Nothing separates 
me froip it but the narrow river of death, which now appears 
but a narrow rill, which may be crossed at a single step, 
whenever God shall give permission." 

We might fill volumes with similar scenes. It is not a 
thing which occurs occasionaUy, but constantly. It is true 
all have not the same triumph, but all have peace, triumphant 
peace. We have not to search history for examples of 
Christian death-beds. Have we not witnessed many our> 
selves ? Some of them our children — some our parents — 
some lying down to die at the noon of their life — some like 
a ripe shock of com about to be gathered into the granary. 
We have seen husbands taking leave of wives and children, 
with the assurance that they would meet in the home above ; 
and, calmly committing them to the care of the Husband of 
the widow and the Father of the fatherless, they have fallen 
asleep. The most precious memories we have are those of 
death-bed triumphs. They are voices speaking to us while 
we are engaged in the battle of life. The hands of victors^ 
as they are about to seize the crown, beckon us onward ; 
and we can only think of them as victors, triumphant, 
crowned, glorified, happy. Call this a delusion ! — call this 
fanaticism ! Be it so. It is the most glorious delusion, the 
most blessed fanaticism, that ever was known in our world T 
Why is it that infidelity cannot produce such results ? Ah \ 
the answer is easy. It has nothing in it to produce them. 
It is a dark system of negations — a creed of death — the 
very core of which is everlasting despair. 

We have thus honestly contrasted the enemies and the 
friends of the Bible. We have seen that the friends of the 
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Bible are most capable of judging its contents, and, on that 
account, are most trustworthy. We have seen that the 
friends of the Bible have best fulfilled the duties and respon- 
sibilities of life; that they have enjoyed life the best, and 
made the best use of it ; that they have been the greatest 
benefactors in our world ; and, finally, that they have had 
the most desirable end. We have given well-attested facts 
to substantiate our statements ; and are irresistibly led to 
the conclusion, that, for all the purposes of life, infidelity is 
useless ; and that Christianity is not only superior, but the 
one thing needful for man, without which life must be a 
failure, and death a scene of gloomy terror. To take the 
very lowest ground, we have nothing to lose by ^-ejecting 
infidelity. Lord Byron says — ** Indisputably, the firm 
believers in the Gospel have a great advantage over all 
others, for this simple reason, that, if true, they have their 
reward hereafter ; and if there be no hereafter, they can be 
but with the infidel in his eternal sleep, having the assistance 
of an exalted hope through life, without subsequent disap- 
pointment ; since, at the worst for them, out of nothing 
nothing can arise, not even sorrow." But, blessed be God ! 
we have the certainty that the Bible is the incorruptible 
seed which liveth and abideth for ever. Amidst all the 
changes and revolutions of time, its voice has been heard 
uttering the same glorious truths. It has seen the thrones 
which exerted all their power to crush it, crumble and fall ; 
while it has proclaimed over their ruins the glorious gospel of 
salvation. Voltaire boasted that, with one hand, he would 
overthrow the edifice of Christianity, which required the 
hands of twelve apostles to build up ; the very press which 
he employed at Ferney for printing his blasphemies was 
afterwards employed at Geneva in printing the Holy Scrip- 
tures. It has a mightier influence in the world now than it 
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ever had, and that influence is increasing. Nations buried 
for ages in thick darkness are coming to its light; the 
degraded and downtrodden are still raised by its power ; 
the sad and sorrowful still come to it for consolation ; it is 
as fresh and as young now, as when men first bent in 
reverent faith over its pages ; and it shall shine on, with 
increasing splendour^ until the earth is filled with the glory 
of the Lord. 
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Chapter IX. 
THE CLAIMS OF THE BIBLE, 



IN the preceding pages we have seen that the Bible is 
perfectly adapted to man ; that it teaches and produces 
a pure morality; that it is an inestimable blessing in 
our world ; that it promotes human progress ; that the 
Christ of the Bible is the true Messiah ; and that the Holy 
Ghost has borne testimony to His character and work. We 
have contrasted the claims of the enemies and friends of 
the Bible, and have seen how vain are these claims on the 
one hand^ and how real on the other ; the only conclusion, 
therefore, we can legitimately come to is, that this Book is 
THE Word of God. We have purposely kept clear of 
those objections which have been urged against it with a 
certain show of learning, knowing that they have been 
replied to by men well capable of dealing with them. To 
us they appear, indeed, of very minor importance, when 
compared with the practical and momentous themes which 
have engaged our attention. What does the Bible teach ? 
What has it eflfected ? A satisfactory reply to these ques- 
tions places the claims of the Bible above those of any 
other book in the world. 

WAat are the claims of ike Bible 1 

I. It claims our most earnest attention. The themes of 
which it treats are the greatest and most important that 
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ever engaged the attention of mankind. The being and 
character of God ; the person and work of Jesus Christ ; 
our lost and ruined state by sin ; our salvation through the 
atonement ; the future of man in a state of everlasting bliss 
or woe j together with its teaching on all the duties of life, 
are of such thrilling importance^ as to demand the earnest 
attention of us all. We are personally interested in these 
great subjects. The Bible is an intensely personal book. 
While it speaks to all men generally, it speaks to every man 
specially and particularly. Each of us has to do with 
God, and to account to Him for our actions. Sin is a 
personal thing, and its penalties are personal. Jesus Christ 
is a personal Saviour ; and that faith by which we are saved, 
through Him, is a personal faith. If lost, eternal punish- 
ment must be personally endured; and if saved, happiness 
here and heaven m the future will be personal experiences. 
If the Bible is a revelation from God, it is the most awfully 
important ever delivered to man. Dr. Johnson, when dying, 
said to a young man who visited him — ^^ Young man, attend 
to the voice of one who has possessed a certain degree of 
fame in the world, and who will shortly appear before his 
Maker — ^Read the Bible every day of your life.'* Sir 
William Jones, the great Oriental scholar, wrote on the 
blank leaf of his Bible — ^^ I have regularly and attentively 
perused these Holy Scriptures, and am of opinion that this 
voltune, independently of its Divine origin, contains more 
true sublimity, more exquisite beauty, more pure morality, 
more important history, and finer strains of poetry and 
eloquence, than can be collected from all other books, in 
whatever age or language they may have been written. The 
Hnrestrained application of them to events which took place 
long after the publication, is a solid ground for belief that 
they are genuine productions, and, consequently, inspired.'' 
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To neglect such a book is an insult to its Author, and a sin 
^against our own souls. 

2. // daims our most cordial belief. Do we believe in 
well-attested history? There is no history so well attested 
as that of the Bible. It is interwoven with the history of 
all the nations of antiquity. Egypt and Babylon, Greece 
and Rome, corroborate many of its records. Their hiero- 
glyphics, monuments, triumphal arches, bear testimony 
to the faithfulness of Bible history. Not one of those 
records have ever been falsified; but as research pushes 
forward her discoveries, and learning deciphers inscrip- 
tions which have been buried for ages, the records of 
the Bible are every day receiving additional confirma- 
tion. Do we believe in the efficiency of a cause whea 
we see it uniformly producing the same effects? Here is 
a Book which, for thousands of years, has uniformly pro- 
<luced the same happy effects in the world ; and, during 
those ages, it has done what nothing else has ever effected. 
It is not in our nature to doubt a thing which never fails ; 
and this Book has never failed to make men holy and happy, 
whenever it has been believed in and obeyed. Do we 
believe in distinct and intelligent utterances ? The Bible, 
-as we have already seen, answers all our inquiries. There 
is no single question in which our well-being, for the present 
or the future, is involved, to which it does not give an 
authoritative reply. Can this be said of Infidelity ? It calls 
upon us to doubt ihisy and disbelieve ihai\ but when we 
ask its votaries to tell us what we are to believe, they 
can give us no reply. They would pull down the temple of 
truth, but they would not even give us the shelter of a shed 
in its place. Nay, they cannot even assure us of the non- 
existence of the very things they would have us repudiate. 
They would shake our faith in God ; but when we earnestly 
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ask, ** Can you assure us that there is no God ? " they reply, 
**Not exactly that; but we have no certainty of Hi$ 
existence." They command us neither to believe in, nor 
expect a future state ; but when we say, in all solemnity^ 
" Can you make us certain that when we leave this world 
there is no heaven or hell for us in the future ? " one of their 
advocates — Mr. Holyoake — replies, " I am as much con- 
cerned as you, as to what shall be the issue of my own 
condition in the future \ I am as much concerned in t/ie 
solution of this question as you ; and I believe the view I 
entertain, or that any of us may entertain, conscientiously, 
will be our justification in that issue, if we should come ta 
want justification. When we come to pass through that 
vestibule where Death stands opening his everlasting gates, 
as widely to the pauper as the king : when we pass 
out into the dim mysteries of the future, to confront, it may 
be, the interrogations of the Eternal, I apprehend every 
man^s responsibility will go with him^ and no second-hand 
opinion will answer for us." And this is really all the 
answer Infidelity can give. It would lead us to life's last 
verge, rob us of the consolations of the Gospel, and say to 
us, ^' Now don't believe in a future existence ; " but when 
we tremblingly ask, "Are you sure there is no future?*' 
its advocates look wondrous wise and say, " Friends, we 
must all take our chance for that; there may for aught we 
or you know ; when we pass through the inexorable gates^ 
of the future, it may be we shall have to confront the inter- 
rogations of the Eternal ! '' Thanks to God we are not left 
in the hands of such teachers. We have '4ife and 
immortality brought to light by the Gospel." Believers- 
^^know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens." All the evidence that 
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faith requires is here, and those who do the will of God 
know of the doctrine that it is of Him. In believing the 
Bible, we are not making an experiment. 

This is really an " Old Book." It is nearly four thou- 
sand years since its first records were written, and upwards 
of one thousand eight hundred years since its canon was com- 
pleted. It has stood the test of long ages, and still it proves 
itself the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 
With the increasing light of science it shines with a clearer 
lustre, and after the changes of ages it stands like the ever- 
lasting mountains. Other systems have paled before 
increasing light, this has shone with a brighter radiance. 
** Epicurus framed a system of atomic motion, to account 
for the origin of the universe without a God, but the ascer- 
tained law of gravitation has shivered that theory to atoms. 
Ptolemy reared a system of astronomy, which commanded 
mental homage for thousands of years; but it vanished 
before the discoveries and mathematical demonstrations of 
Kepler and Newton. The philosophy of Aristotle main- 
tained a regal empire over modes of thought for two 
thousand years ; but it fell before the inductive philosophy 
of Bacon, and the mental analysis of Locke and his- 
successors." Thus, while false systems have vanished 
before the light, the Bible, in this nineteenth century, holds- 
a higher position in the world than it did in any of the past 
ages. We need have no fear in trusting our destiny to this 
Book ; especially may we trust in that Saviour whom it 
reveals. He is the world's hope, as He is the world's- 
Redeemer. Our fathers trusted in Him, and they were not 
disappointed. None who ever trusted in Him have been 
confounded. Human systems may be falsified, earthly 
thrones may totter and fall, changes and disappointments 
may and will happen to those who trust in human power or 
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human wisdom ; but '* they that trust in the Lord shall be 
as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for 
ever." 

3. // claims our willing obedience. Not one of its com- 
mands is unnecessary for our happiness here or hereafter. 
In it Divine wisdom speaks, giving us counsel in all things 
which are essential to our happiness here and our felicity 
in the future. '' Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all 
her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to them that lay 
hold upon her : and happy is every one that retaineth her.'' 
Even here, by living in obedience to this Book, we enjoy 
more real happiness than is possible by any other course. 
We speak with profound conviction and the boldest confi- 
dence. It is the highest interest of all men to conform 
their lives to the precepts of this Book ; but especially to 
believe in, to follow, and obey that Saviour which it reveals. 
None who have done so have ever failed. No shipwrecks 
have ever happened to those who sailed according to this 
chart; no disasters have ever occurred along the path it 
marks out for us to tread. To young men we would 
especially say: Make this Book your companion; the friend 
of your counsel. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
follow Him in all things, and you will certainly be saved 
from all that would degrade and curse you ; from those sins 
which injure health, and bring so many to a premature 
grave ; from having your character destroyed, and your life 
blighted and cursed. Look around you and see — who are 
the most honoured and trusted ? Are they not those who 
live in accordance with the honesty and truthfulness, the 
morality and goodness of the Bible ? Who are they who 
lose their situations ; who have no standing in respectable 
society ; whom the wise shun, and society despise ? Are 
they not those who have turned away from the counsels of 
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the Bible ? How many has it raised and made honourable 
and happy, while it has never degraded or made one miser- 
able ? Surely such a Book claims our willing obedience, 
and commands our reverent respect. Ten thousand 
objections can never obliterate these claims. Here are the 
facts ! We confidently appeal to them ! They stand in 
grand and bright array ; from them there is no appeal ! 
against them there is no argument ! Let Infidelity rave, 
and rage, and wriggle, and quibble; here they are, 
witnesses for the truth of God, as revealed to us in this 
Book. 

4. // claims our devout thankfulness. Let us realise for a 
moment what the state of society would be in this land were 
Infidelity to accomplish its wishes. Imagine this Book for 
ever banished, and its light for ever extinguished; the 
beautiful character of Jesus Christ for ever concealed from 
men ; our sanctuaries closed, and our Sabbaths abolished ; 
the voice of worshipping multitudes hushed ; and the pro- 
clamation of the Gospel from our pulpits silenced ! To 
what standard of morality could men then appeal ? Where 
would burdened spirits go to find relief? What hand would 
wipe away human tears, and what voice would speak words 
of comfort to the disconsolate ? What power would stop 
the downward course of the drunkard, or arrest the hand of 
the murderer ? Who would support our institutions, alms- 
houses, asylums, schools, colleges ? What would purify and 
bless our homes ; fill them with love, and adorn them with 
beauty ? And finally, we would ask, as death enters our 
dwellings, and loved ones are fading away before us — child- 
hood blighted like a tender bud — beauty withering like the 
flower — ^manhood laid low in weakness — fathers leaving 
lonely widows, and desolate orphans, what voice would 
speak comfort to the mourners? Wliat angel of mercy 
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would visit these lonely and desolate ones ? Enough ! We 
turn away with horror from the picture ! Our land without 
God ! without the Bible ! without Jesus Christ I without a 
Sabbath ! without a sanctuary ! without a single word of 
comfort to cheer the mourner ! without a single ray of hope 
in the chamber of death ! We had almost said, better the 
Atlantic and German Oceans would meet, and their mighty 
waves, rolling in majesty over us, bury us out of sight 
and out of misery. Nay, brother, this is not exaggera- 
tion ; it is simple truth. This is just what would 
happen were this country destitute of the Bible and 
its institutions. How thankful should we be to God 
for this blessed revelation of His will ! And as we search 
the Scriptures, and find in them counsel to guide us along 
the path of life, and comfort us amidst its sorrows, let us 
continually praise Him for the Bible. Above all, let us 
believe in that loving, living Saviour which it reveals. In 
Him we shall have peace, and joy, and purity — ^yea, eternal 
life. Following Him we shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life; through Him, we shall ever 
find acceptance with the Father; and, at last, we shall 
triumph, through His grace, over the last enemy, and enter 
that home in heaven which He has gone to prepare for us. 
I^t us not give up the Bible till we can find something 
better. We know what this " Old Book " has done for our 
country, for our fathers, for ourselves. It has stood the 
test of ages. Kings have risen up to trample it in the dust, 
but it has hurled them from their thrones. It has been 
burned, but its ashes have been the seed of its future 
harvest. It has been scoffed at, but it has turned its scoflfers 
into humble believers. Learning has attempted to disprove 
its history and its doctrines, but it has covered the wise 
men of the world with shame« The stars of heaven have 
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been invoked to witness against it, but they have, in their 
silent march, borne testimony to its integrity. The hidden 
things of the earth have been hurried into court to falsify 
its recoVds, but men have read in these stony pages only 
confirmations of its truthfulness. Again and again have 
the prophets of infidelity proclaimed its extinction; but, 
while their voices have been silenced by death, it has lived 
on — old, but yet new ; hoary with antiquity, but retaining 
the freshness and vigour of youth. As if these men were 
not in the world, it still instructs the ignorant, reclaims the 
erring, transforms the sinner, comforts the sorrowful, 
and soothes the dying. It is read by increasing multi- 
tudes in our Sabbath-schools, and listened to in our sane- 
turies. To barbarous tribes it speaks of the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom He hath sent. Once Xerxes, in his 
rage, attempted to bind the waters of the Hellespont with 
fetters ; but its waves rolled on as if he had not been in 
the world j and while many as madly are striving to destroy 
the influence of this grand " Old Book," its blessings are 
rolling over the earth like a sea of glory. Give up the Bible ! 
Yes, when we get a clearer light than shines from its pages, 
a purer morality than is taught in its precepts, a greater 
saviour than its Messiah^ sweeter consolation than is given 
by its promises, brighter hope for the future than we have 
from its revelations of heaven ! Give up the Bible ! Never, 
till we can live without God, be happy without His consola- 
tions, be wise without His counsels, be holy without His 
Spirit, and be saved without Jesus Christ. Nay, we can 
never give up the " Old Book." It has been the only 
true and steady light which has shone through the long 
night of ages. Like a beacon, it has flung its rays over the 
dark and troubled waters of time, guiding life's voyagers, 
amidst rocks and breakers, into the port of safety. It has 
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been the only trae guide to wayfarers along the intricate and 
perilous journey of life, to that rest that remaineth to the 
people of God. It has been the only power which has 
lifted up men and communities from the degradation and 
thraldom of sin, into liberty and purity. It has been the 
only energy which has quickened men, and raised them up 
into a new life : and still its quickening power is felt where- 
ever it is proclaimed. It is God's voice to the world, warn- 
ing the sinner, directing the anxious, comforting the mourner, 
calling home the prodigal, and encouraging the saint in his 
trials and struggles. It comes to us as the voice of our 
heavenly Father; our divine Saviour. To its utterances 
there is a response in every humau bosom : we hail it as the 
voice of a friend, and not the voice of a stranger. The 
Christ whom the Bible reveals, is the only hope of our 
world ; its great deliverer ; its mighty Redeemer ; its loving, 
faithful friend ; its everlasting hope ! He is the desire of 
nations ; the life of men ; the glory of our humanity. His 
character shines forth undimmed, and unobscured, with 
ever-increasing lustre and beauty. His name is as ointment 
poured forth. To Him the nations are coming for rest and 
salvation. At His feet multitudes bow, this day, with holy 
reverence and ardent love. Millions rejoice in His salva- 
tion and triumph in His grace. His enemies are covered 
with shame, while glory encircles His brow. The everlast- 
ing Gospel is proclaimed now almost in every language 
spoken under heaven. Around this globe prayer is made 
for Him continually, and daily is He praised. The dwellers 
in the wilderness listen to His name, and rejoice in His 
salvation. The inhabitants of the rocks shout His praise. 
From island and continent ; from crowded city, and from 
lonely hamlet, His praises ascend. No name on earth is, 
this day, so great as the name of Jesus; no glory so 
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bright as His ; no power so mighty, and no influence so 
wonderful. The heathen raged, and the people imagined 
vain things against the Lord, and against His anointed; 
but even their rage has only increased His influence, and 
their opposition His power. "What is the chaff to the 
wheat, saith the Lord ? Is not my word like a fire, saith 
the Lord, and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces?" He, whose name is the Word of God, is 
marching forward in His glorious conquests. No fields of 
blood and carnage mark His progress \ no widows weep 
or orphans cry; no barren and desolate fields follow His 
march ; but life, and beauty, and gladness abound where- 
ever He is received as Saviour and King. Men may deny 
Him — mock Him — curse Him— use all their influence to 
arrest His glorious progress ; but as well might they strive to 
arrest the stars in their course, or quench the brightness 
of the sun at noonday. Men wUl come to Him for salva- 
tion j the weary will come to Him for rest ; the poor shall 
be enriched by His bounty ; the wretched shall be filled 
with His peace. Darkness must fly before Him, and death, 
by Him, be swallowed up in victory. That light which 
shines forth from His person and work on the sacred page^ 
shall yet chase before it all that shrouds our world in dark- 
ness, and in its brightness shall the nations rejoice and 
glory. " His name shall endure for ever ; His name shall 
continue as long as the sun : and men shall be blessed in 
Him j all nations shall call Him blessed. Blessed be the 
Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous 
things. And blessed be His glorious name for ever and 
ever; and let the whole earth be filled with His glory. 
Amen, and Amen." 
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